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Second Annual Antique Appraisal 
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Are you curious about a family heirloom’s value? We’ve got you 
covered! Join us on Sat., April 12 at Hanover City Hall for the second 
annual Antiques Appraisal Fair - part adventure, part history lesson, 
and a whole lot of fun. 

Appraisal Specialists Midwest’s experts are back to analyze your 
items. Specialty items should include: antiques, collectibles, coins, 
books, household items and silver. NO firearms, dolls, fine art, jewel-
ry or large furniture. If bringing furniture, you must be able to carry 
your item in and out.

Admission is $1 if you are coming to enjoy the program, and $5 if 
you want one or two items evaluated. Two items per person only. 
Doors open at 9 a.m. for numbers. As time is limited, this is a first 
come, first-served event. Enjoy coffee and sweets while browsing. 
The program runs from 10 a.m. until noon.

New this year is a Silent Auction. Before and during the program 
you can place bids on items. Top bidders will be announced near the 
midpoint of the program.

This event is presented by the Hanover Historical Society, and spon-
sored by local businesses Maverick Construction and WestAir. Please 
consider them when looking for like services.

To donate silent auction items or for more information, call Claudia 
Pingree at 763-498-8435 or email claudia@hanoverhistoricalsociety.
org.
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Mission Statement
The mission of the Hanover 
Historical Society is to iden-
tify, preserve, and disseminate 
knowledge about the history 
of Hanover through collec-
tions, preservation, distribu-
tion of historical information, 
as well as advocate for pres-
ervation of historic buildings, 
monuments and markers.

If you are a member, we really 
need your help! Ongoing op-
portunities include database 
input, storage inventory, and 
event assistance. Please con-
sider volunteering to help us 
out.

Own a Piece of 
Hanover History
Safe From the Outside World: 
A Social History of Hanover, 
Minnesota by Mary Coons 
is now in its second printing. 
The book is available at the 
Hanover BankWest location, 
which has autographed cop-
ies, as well as the River Inn 
and Hanover City Hall. The 
book costs $17.

If you enjoy this newsletter as well as being a member of the Hanover Historical 

Society, spread the word by passing this along to a friend and promoting the Society, 

now in its 11th year. Volunteering is fulfilling and rewarding.

Young and old comprise our membership, as well as new residents mixed in with life-

long Hanoverians. Take an active role in activities or assist behind the scenes if that’s 

your comfort level. Yearly membership is only $12. Please use the application form on 

the next page.

New Officer Positions Announced
The Hanover Historical Society voted on two new officer posi-
tions at the February 2014 meeting. Tim Zimmerman, former 
president, has stepped down and become the Past President. In 
his new role, Zimmerman will be responsible for new member-
ship acquisition. Mike Kehn, vice president, accepted the presi-
dent position and was confirmed by membership vote. Marty 
Waters accepted the membership’s recommendation that he 
become the new vice president, also confirmed by unanimous 
vote. Mary Coons, secretary, and Joe Kaul, treasurer, will remain 
in their current positions. Congratulations to the new leadership 
team.

Bridge Docudrama Planned
Plans are underway to apply for a Legacy grant, among others, 
for funding to create a documentary about Hanover’s historic 
pratt-through truss bridge. The proposed 30-45-minute doc-
udrama would feature historic information about the bridge and 
Morse Bridge Co., the builders, along with stories and first-per-
son accounts of the Crow River and the bridge, the bridge’s effect 
on commerce once the bridge linked the two counties, renewal 
in respect to ongoing bridge renovations, as well as the renewed 
connection points to the city of Hanover, Hennepin and Wright 
County, and the Three Rivers Park system. 

The working documentary title is The Crow River and Bridge 
92366: Tragedy, Love & Renewal. The bridge is on the Federal 
Register of Historic Places. The project is expected to be complet-
ed in time for Hanover’s 125th anniversary celebration in 2016. 

50th Anniversary of 1965 Crow River Flood 
and Bridge Collapse Next Year

Check out the Facebook page called Flooded With Memories: The 1965 Crow River Flood. We, 
together with the Rockford Historical Society and Delano Historical Society, are planning displays 
and a program for next year to commemorate this historic event that affected our respective com-
munities. Watch for more information throughout the year.
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Membership Application/Renewal Form - Hanover Historical Society

Name _________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________________

email ___________________________________________  telephone ______________________

Annual dues: Individual/Family - $12; renewable in January of each year

Renewal ___________ New Member ___________

If you itemize deductions on your income tax forms, you may qualify for a deduction.

I am interested in helping with: ____ cataloging ____ collecting artifacts

____ fundraising committee ____ publicity ____ programs for meetings

Please clip and mail your application, along with a check to the Hanover Historical Society, 

P.O. Box 13, Hanover, MN 55341. Thank you for your support.

A Brief History of Victorian Jewelry
The Victorian era was recognized as a time 
of elaborate opulence, not only in home 
decor and clothing, but most everything 
else in general. Jewelry was one of the must 
haves for a woman of the era.
 The intricate metalwork of Victorian 
jewelry was often accentuated by a jewel, 
gemstone or cameo. Whatever it consisted 
of, it was always feminine, elegant and 
romantic; especially earrings. Drop style 
(dangling) earrings were all the rage and 
dangled in such a way as to add a special 
feminine touch to the neckline. Brooches 
also were popular and added depth to any 
wardrobe item. 
 Hair styles swept upon the top of 
one’s head were made famous by the Gib-
son Girl; a sure sign of the woman of the 
times. Whether a woman’s hair was in an 
old fashioned bun or a French twist, it was 
most certainly held in place with a lovely 
hair pin.
 In Victorian times, even gentlemen 
wore abundant jewelry. Silver and gold 
pocket watches were suspended from heavy 
Albert chains. The fashion was for the man 
to wear several love tokens, fobs, antique 
seals or amulets at the end of the watch 
chain. Hand-shaped charms and amulets 
with veiled esoteric meanings were made of 

Antique Red Coral, Ivory and later Whitby Jet.
Even lockets were worn by men in this way 
containing some of their sweethearts’ hair while 
watch chains themselves were braided from 
hair.   
 Not all jewelry containing hair was 
mourning jewelry. The Victorians were highly 
sentimental and valued family bonds, so they 
often shared hair mementos between much 
loved family members as well as in sweetheart 
jewelry and betrothal gifts.
 In the Victorian Age, diamonds were seen 
as highly formal and a status symbol of wealth, 
worn for State and Court and a symbol of ma-
turity rather than romance. Diamonds used in 
jewelry were cut by hand; Cushion Cuts, Old 
European or Mine Cuts were found in brooches, 
tiaras, bracelets and Diamond Riviere neck-
laces. The Rose Cut diamonds popular in the 
Georgian Era were still used in much Victorian 
jewelry. It was not until the marketing drive of 
De Beers in the early 1900s that diamond jew-
elry became publicised as a symbol of romance 
and eternal love, whereas in the early 1900s the 
Brilliant Cut started to become the expected 
cut for diamonds. In the Victorian Era, jewelry 
was a rich palette of romantic rainbow colored 
gemstones rich in symbolism and sentimental 
imagery.
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This	may	be	your	last	newsletter	unless	you	have	renewed	your	membership.

As I Remember Hanover....Early Businesses
These informal memories are excerpts of information from Safe From the 
Outside World: A Social History of Hanover, Minnesota

Donations Received
Thanks to Fern Klemm Shiebe’s fami-
ly for their recent donation of some of 
Fern’s possessions. Some of the items 
donated were a baby slip, dress, shoes 
and apron, black fur muff and collar, 
silver dresser set, scrapbook/ephem-
era and a Victory and War Bond 
framed sign with Alfred Sipe’s name 
on it. Photos were also included.

Many thanks also to Bernie Lieder for 
his generous monetary donation.

Welcome New Members
New members joining the Hanover 
Historical Society this past quarter are 
Linda and Sarah Vollbrecht. 

Condolences to the family of Arlene 
Pettit Bursh. Arlene, a long-time 
Hanoverian, passed away earlier this 
year.

New BankWest Display
Stop down to Hanover’s BankWest 
branch and check out our new dis-
play. It will be featured until June.

This quarter’s theme is Spring Plant-
ing and features various antique 
planting tools, including a Cyclone 
seeder, vintage small-scale metal trac-
tors and much more. 

Louis Haefer built a mercantile house, tavern dance hall/
opera house and hotel in the village in 1875. His widow 
assumed management of the Pioneer Dry Goods House 
upon his death in 1894.

Haefer’s saloon on the corner of Main Street, now River 
Road, in downtown Hanover, supplied “the best brands 
of wines, liquors, cigars and the justly celebrated Gluek 
beer.”

Haefer’s son W.L. took over the saloon upon his father’s 
death. In addition to the bar with its one pool table, W.L. 
also operated a hotel and “elegant” dance hall [Hanover 
Opera House] complete with stage, hardwood floor and 
lighted with gas,” according to The Great Northwest Maga-
zine’s December 1909 edition. 

Reportedly, “this hall is leased for show purposes, dances 
or public gatherings. Mr. Haefer is a hustler in all that 
word implies, ever ready and willing to encourage any 
enterprise tending to the improvement of the city of 
Hanover. The bar is operated in connection with the hotel 
and is conducted in a manner which leaves no room for 
complaint either on the part of the hotel guests, the pa-
trons or the city, for Mr. Haefer tolerates no boisterous or 
unseemly conduct.”

Bill Weinand purchased Haefer’s saloon changing the 
name to Weinand’s Bar. Rollie Ende later bought out the 
bar portion connected to Weinand’s store, renaming it 
simply Rollie Ende’s Bar.

The last owner was Russ Wagner who renamed it the 
Crow River Pub. Eugene Illies was renting the bar, then 
called the Hanover Haus, when it burned on Sunday, 
June 10, 1984. The building, which included four upper 
apartments, was totally demolished.


