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Design Guidelines Criteria.
1. The exterior of non-residential and multiple-family dwellings shall include
a variation in building materials which are to be distributed throughout the
building facades and coordinated into the architectural design of the
structure to create an architecturally balanced appearance.
2. General Requirements.
a. Exterior Materials.
1). All structures shall have an exterior finish consisting of the
following permitted materials:
(1) Brick.
(2) Stone (natural or artificial).
(3) Integral colored spit face (rock face) concrete block.
(4) Wood, natural or engineered, provided the surfaces
are finished for exterior use or wood of proven
exterior durability is used, such as cedar, redwood
or cypress.
(5) Stucco (natural or artificial), including exterior
insulated finishing systems (EIFS).
Hanover Code of Ordinances Chapter 10 – Zoning Ordinance
10-46
(6) Fiber cement board.
(7) Precast concrete.
(8) Metal may be used as an exterior material for
architectural trim.
2). Building foundations not exceeding two (2) feet and other
such portions of a building’s façade need not comply with
the requirements for the primary façade treatment or
materials.
3. Special Design and Performance Standards in District.
The following special design and performance standards shall be observed
in the District:
a. Areas adjacent to the Crow River should be retained as open space
with walking trails, and passive recreation amenities including
benches, picnic areas, view corridors, and natural open space.
b. Where possible, building designs should take advantage of view
from public streets as well as from the Crow River and treat both as
building frontages for architectural design.
c. An awning, canopy, or marquee suspended from a building may
extend over the public right-of-way ten (10) feet and not closer than
five (5) feet to the curb line extended. The lowest point of such
structures shall be not less than eight (8) feet from the sidewalk or
ground grade line, and the owner of such structure shall be
responsible for its structural safety.

d. Flat roof or a false front or parapet (false front) wall covering a
sloped roof is desired.
e. Building fronts should contain multiple windows, excluding
skylights, tinted windows and ribbon windows.
f. Divided Windowpanes with mullions are encouraged except for
storefront windows.
g. Multi-panel exterior doors are encouraged.
h. Desirable Design Elements.
a. Storefront canopies or window canopies.
b. Hanging signs.
c. One or more accent colors.
d. Planters and landscaped areas.
e. Benches.
f. Decorative lighting.
i. Parking.
a. Site parking is to be located to the side or rear of buildings
where possible.
b. A reduction of up to ten (10) percent in the number of
required off street parking spaces may be approved by the Zoning
Hanover Code of Ordinances Chapter 10 – Zoning Ordinance
10-47
Administrator in the case of shared parking areas between abutting
uses.
j. Loading.
a. Loading areas and docks shall be located to the rear or side
of the principal building where possible.
b. Special landscape, screening or building design measures
shall be required to minimize and limit the visual impact of loading
docks and areas from view from adjacent properties, right-of-way
and the Crow River.
k. Pedestrian Circulation.
a. Each property shall be responsible for the installation and
maintenance of a sidewalk pursuant to City standards from the front
lot line to the main entrance of the principal structure.
b. Each property shall provide a designated pedestrian
circulation system (i.e. sidewalk) through and from off-street
parking areas to the main entrance of the principal structure.
c. Each property shall provide sidewalk access at property
edges and to adjacent lots and said access shall be coordinated with
existing development to provide circulation patterns between
developments. Buildings, landscaping, fences and other
improvements shall be located so as not to preclude eventual siteto-site connections.

4. Design Guidelines for Stormwater Management Criteria
a. Erosion and Sediment Control. Unless otherwise exempted by other
City Codes, Applicants are required to develop an Erosion and
Sediment Control (ESC) Plan and follow the Erosion and Sediment
Control requirements of Chapter 9 of the City Code and are
encouraged to incorporate the Stormwater Management
requirements of the same code, for all proposed land disturbing
activities within the City that meet any or all of the following:
1. Disturbs a total land surface area of 5,000 square feet or
more; or
2. Involves excavation or filling, or a combination of
excavation and filling, in excess of 100 cubic yards of
materials; or
3. Is a land disturbing activity, regardless of size that the City
determines is likely to cause an adverse impact to an
environmentally sensitive area or other property, or may
violate any other erosion and sediment control standard set
forth in this ordinance.
b. Stormwater Management. Unless otherwise exempted by other City
Codes, Applicants are required to develop a Stormwater
Management Plan that meets the requirements of Chapter 9 of the
Hanover Code of Ordinances Chapter 10 – Zoning Ordinance
10-48
City Code, for all proposed land disturbing activities within the City
that meet any or all of the following:
1. Any land disturbing activity that may ultimately result in the
addition of 1.0 acre or greater of imperious surfaces,
including smaller individual sites that are part of a common
plan of development that may be constructed at different
times; or
2. All new single-family subdivisions greater than 3 lots that
rely on common drainage facilities for stormwater
management, multiple family residential, commercial,
mixed-use and industrial developments; or
3. Any land disturbing activity, regardless of size that the City
determines is likely to cause an adverse impact to an
environmentally sensitive area or other property.
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