
CITY OF HANOVER 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

JANUARY 7, 2025 
 
Call to Order: 
Mayor Greg Zgutowicz called the Council Meeting of Tuesday, January 7, 2025, to order at 7:00 p.m. 
Present were Mayor Greg Zgutowicz, Council Members Mike Amery, Gretchen Barrett, and John 
Ganfield. Also Present were City Administrator Jennifer Nash, City Clerk Jenny Peterson, and Public 
Works Supervisor Trent Brunn. Public Attendance: Mike Gesellchen, Hennepin County Captain 
Gottwaldt, Hennepin County Lieutenant Wasgatt, Wright County Sergeant Micka. 
 
Oath of Office: 
 
City Clerk Peterson conducted swearing-in for new council members.  Barrett and Ganfield were sworn 
in for their City Council terms of 2025-2028 and Zgutowicz for his Mayor term of 2025-2028. 
 
Resolution 01-07-25-01 – Declaring Vacancy on Council Due to Election as Mayor 
 
Administrator Nash noted that a resolution declaring a vacancy on Council has been prepared due to 
Zgutowicz now becoming mayor.   
 
A motion was made by Amery and seconded by Barrett to adopt Resolution 01-07-25-01 to declare 
Council vacancy due to election as mayor. All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Zgutowicz spoke about a candidate he has in mind to fill the position – Jim Zajicek.  Other council 
members expressed support for appointing Zajicek back onto the Council to fill the remaining term of 
just under 2 years. Nash shared a resolution prepared for Council in case the group chose to fill the open 
position at this meeting – the resolution only needs the name filled in which can occur in the motion.  
 
A motion was made by Zgutowicz and seconded by Amery to adopt Resolution 01-07-25-06 – 
appointing Jim Zajicek to fill the vacant Council seat.  All in favor. Motion carried.  
 
Council Member Zajicek took his seat and began his service on Council. 
 
Approval of Agenda: 
 
A motion was made by Amery and seconded by Barrett to approve the agenda as amended. All 
in favor. Motion carried. 
 
Consent Agenda: 
A motion was made by Amery and seconded by Ganfield to approve the consent agenda. 

a. Approve Minutes of December 17, 2024, Work Session Meeting 
b. Approve Claims as Presented:  

 Claims  $   112,478.74 
 Payroll   $     49,525.67 
 P/R taxes & Exp. $     14,237.65 



 Other Claims  $       7,332.01 
 Total Claims     $   183,574.07 

c. Ordinance 2025-01 – Adopting Changes to Zoning Ord. Defining Housing Product 
d. Ordinance 2025-02 – Adopting Fee Schedule 
e. Resolution 01-07-25-02 – Approving Change to Signatories on City Accounts 
f. Resolution 01-07-25-03 – Authorizing Posing for Admin. Specialist Position 
g. Resolution 01-07-25-04 – Approving Fire Hose Testing Agreement 

Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Citizen’s Forum 

a. Update from Hennepin County Sheriff’s Office 
 
Hennepin County Sheriff Captain Gottwaldt gave an overview of the annual Sheriff’s report. Council 
Member Barrett stated there are concerns regarding the intersection at County Road 19 and Crow 
Hassan Park Rd.  
 
Administrator Nash noted there were several residents in the audience that would like to speak 
regarding criminal activity at a property on the Hennepin County side of the community.  Mayor 
Zgutowicz invited public comments for the Hennepin Sheriff’s Office.   
 
Amy Hanson - 29630 109th Ave N would like to thank the Hennepin County Sheriff’s Office for their 
work with a property on Crow Hassan Park Road. She expressed that she and neighbors have all been 
very concerned, and she has been helping to research information available online regarding charges 
filed and criminal records of parties staying on the property.   
 
Michelle Ulfers, Rachel Ulfers, Will Martin, Art Lammey and Sonia Steman – all residents of the 
Hennepin County portion of Hanover – relayed specific stories of incidences they have witnessed or 
had happen to them relating to a neighbor on Crow Hassan Park Road and voiced their concerns 
regarding behaviors and criminal activity.  Rachel Ulfers handed out a packet of information for 
Council and staff detailing violations she believes are present on the property. 
 
Captain Gottwaldt noted there have been many calls made to the Sheriff regarding issues at the 
property and residents should keep calling.  The department is actively working with prosecutors and 
will continue to do so.  Mayor Zgutowicz asked the residents to continue to call 911 when there is a 
violation at this location or any other location within the City. The City Council, City Administrator, 
Hennepin County Sheriff’s Department, County and City Attorneys are working together on all the 
issues/concerns. Mayor Zgutowicz asked the group of residents to elect a spokesperson to respond and 
communicate with the City Administrator.   
 
New Business 

a. Resolution 01-07-25-04 – Approving 2025 Annual Appointments 
 
Mayor Zgutowicz listed his nominations for Council appointments: 

• Vice Mayor 2025 – Mike Amery  
• Planning Commission Liaison 2025 – Mike Amery 
• Planning Commission Alternate Liaison 2025 – Jim Zajicek 



• Personnel Committee 2025 – Gretchen Barrett 
• Personnel Committee 2025 – Greg Zgutowicz 
• Park Board Liaison 2025 – Jim Zajicek 
• Park Board Alternate Liaison 2025 – Greg Zgutowicz 
• Economic Development Authority term 2025-2028 – Greg Zgutowicz 
• Economic Development Authority term 2025-2028 – John Ganfield 
• Joint Powers Water Board – Mike Amery 
• Joint Powers Water Board – Gretchen Barrett 
• Joint Powers Water Board Alternate – Greg Zgutowicz 
 

A motion was made by Amery and seconded by Barrett to approve the Council Appointments 
listed above. Motion carried unanimously.   
 
Mayor Zgutowicz listed his recommendations for Boards and Commission Appointments: 

• Planning Commission term 2025-2027 – Jim Schendel 
• Planning Commission term 2025-2027 – Jason Mix 
• Planning Commission partial term 2025-2025 – Cody Vojacek 
• Park Board term 2025-2027 – Laurel Prairie 
• Park Board partial term 2025-2025 – Benjamin Brandhorst 

 
A motion was made by Amery and seconded by Ganfield to pass Resolution 01-07-25-04 – 
approving appointment to boards and commissions along annual appointments as listed above. 
Motion carried unanimously.  
 
Mayor Zgutowicz requested tabling the fire department officer appointments until the personnel 
committee can meet to review together.  Nash noted current officers would stay in their roles until new 
are appointed to fill the position.  Council members discussed absences of a couple of members at the 
January work session, so suggested the February 4, 2025 meeting may be good to consider these.  
 
A motion was made by Amery seconded by Barrett to TABLE the Fire Department officer 
appointments until the February 4, 2025 meeting. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
Reports 
 

• Trent Brunn – All three ice rinks (Cardinal Park, Mallard Park and HAA/City hall) are up and 
running. He also explained the reasoning behind center storing snow in Cul de sacs. 

• Amery – welcomed the new council members.  
• Nash – The newsletter will be going to printer this week, and recycling calendar is up on the 

website now until the paper flyers arrive.  
• Zajicek – asked about the timeline with the roundabout construction and the plans for Hennepin 

County Road 19 and 117 as well as the Wright County 19 project. Nash stated the city was 
recently informed that Hennepin County has approved additional funding for the CR 19/117 
intersection which is now being planned for 2027 construction. The city has also worked for 
funding on 19/123 intersection, in hopes for both projects to be completed. Wright County 19 
project will continue in 2025 and the timeline for phasing different pieces is not set and will 



shift along the way as they keep the corridor open for traffic during the reconstruction. 
Engineers and contractors will begin meeting again regularly ahead of the 2025 construction 
season. 

 
 
Adjournment 
A motion was made by Amery and seconded by Ganfield to adjourn the meeting at 8:23 p.m. All 
in favor. Motion carried.  
 
       APPROVED BY: 

 
       __________________________________ 
       Greg Zgutowicz, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
        
___________________________________ 
Jenny Peterson, City Clerk/Asst to the City Administrator 


