
CITY OF HANOVER 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

FEBRUARY 18, 2025 
 

 
Call to Order: 
Mayor Greg Zgutowicz called the Council Work Session Meeting of Tuesday, February 18, 2025, to 
order at 7:00 p.m. Present were Mayor Greg Zgutowicz, Council Members Mike Amery, Gretchen 
Barrett and John Ganfield. Also present were City Administrator Jennifer Nash, City Planner Cindy 
Nash, Fire Chief Dave Malewicki, Brian Lee, Laurel Prairie, Jessica Helm and others. Absent was 
Council Member Jim Zajicek. 
 
Approval of Agenda: 
 
Administrator Nash request addition of acceptance of a resignation from the firefighter to the consent 
agenda, and noted the claims packet has been distributed.  
 
A motion was made by Barrett and seconded by Ganfield to approve the agenda as amended. All 
in favor. Motion carried. 
 
Consent Agenda: 
A motion was made by Amery and seconded by Ganfield to approve the consent agenda. 

a. Approve Minutes of February 4, 2025 Council Meeting 
b. Approve Claims as Presented:  

 Claims  $   113,010.59 
 Payroll   $     13,711.58 
 P/R taxes & Exp. $       5,013.14 
 Other Claims  $       3,914.36 
 Total Claims     $   135,649.67 

c. Resolution 02-18-25-16 – Recognizing Resignation of Dylan Freund from Fire Dept 
 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
Fire Department Items 
 
Fire Chief Malewicki reviewed a list of discussion items included in the agenda packet.  Some of these 
items are informational for Council, and others are requesting action from the Council. 
 
The department would like to hire a physical trainer to meet with each firefighter at least once as a 
wellness program effort.  Malewicki noted health of members being important especially due to the 
physical work they are asked to do when responding to emergencies.  Chief has reviewed his budget 
and will have funds for this expenditure within the existing budget for training.   
 
Another training item in the department’s adopted budget is blue card leadership training.  The 
department has been focusing on sending more members who are interested to these training 



opportunities as part of ongoing efforts to prepare the next generation of leadership for the department.  
Another training effort discussed was driving school which more members will be sent to this year. 
 
Chief Malewicki noted a concern with the probationary firefighter wage of $10 per hour being too low.  
He suggested Council act at this meeting to increase this wage to $11 per hour. 
 
Firefighter Lindsey Groves submitted a request for authorization for out-of-state training which was 
included in the agenda packet.  She is requesting the City authorize her attendance and pay for the cost 
of the actual conference registration with other travel costs otherwise covered by her. 
 
A motion was made by Barrett and seconded by Amery to approve the trainer expense, increase 
of probationary firefighter wage to $11 per hour, and authorization of Lindsey Groves to attend 
the FDIC conference all as requested by Fire Chief Malewicki.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
Chief Malewicki also inquired about authorization to order and hang banners at various locations in 
City right-of-way for the upcoming Fire Relief Association pancake breakfast fundraiser.  Planner 
Cindy Nash will look into the City’s sign ordinance for rules associated with banners at these locations 
and get back to Council with options. 
  
Brian Lee 5th Street Applications 
Planner Nash summarized previous applications, actions and the current applications before the City 
Council relating to request from Brian Lee to rezone and reguide a property on 5th Street from R-2 
Multiple Family Residential to I-2 Industrial.  As noted in previous discussions, both actions relating to 
the proposed comprehensive plan amendment and rezoning would require a 4/5 vote of the Council to 
approve. 
 
Nash noted a question was posed by a resident regarding whether the City could hear this request again 
this soon after it was not approved last year.  She relayed the attorney clarified that the non-approval of 
the previous request on a 3-2 vote for approval did not achieve the supermajority required at that time, 
but that it didn’t qualify as a rejection under the code language that calls for more time before 
consideration the application again.  Lee has also made request to the Planning Commission to be 
heard again which was approved by that group, so the matter can be heard again now. 
 
Council members asked the planner to review permitted, conditional and interim uses that would be 
possible in an I-2 zone if the rezoning is approved.  Members discussed that certain uses such as 
contractor garages would fall under an interim use permit process which will be another layer of 
review at that time for Council to be able to set terms of approval that may be responsive to concerns 
of neighbors relating to storage, hours of operation, screening and other items. 
 
Barrett also noted the Council has adopted an ordinance amendment since the previous application 
which places additional restrictions on outdoor storage. 
 
Jessica Helm, Rivertown Villas resident, expressed concerns about safety, appearance and affects to 
quality of life items on properties in the Rivertown Villas neighborhood should the rezoning be 
approved on this property adjacent to the neighborhood and which sits at lower elevation.  She stated 
her belief that the fear of multi-family housing at this location is driving opinions. 



 
Laurel Prairie, Rivertown Villas resident, expressed concerns about the proposed rezoning and 
reviewed several specific items she and other residents have previously brought to Planning 
Commission and Council meetings where this topic has been discussed.  She asked that Council follow 
through with inclusion of protections residents are seeking through the IUP process in the future if 
Council acts to approve the requested rezoning. 
 
Members discussed their thoughts on fit of I-2 zoning in the area versus the current R-2 zoning.  
Members noted the next door industrial use at the JS Stewart property.  Amery read from articles 
regarding housing projects in other communities that he does not believe would be appropriate for this 
location.  Zgutowicz noted Zajicek is absent this evening due to illness but relayed input he provided 
that he is comfortable with the rezoning as long as resident concerns are taken into account when 
reviewing site plan and IUP applications that would come forward later on when an I-2 project may be 
proposed on the property. 
 
A motion was made by Ganfield and seconded by Amery to adopt Resolution 02-18-25-14 – 
Approving a Comprehensive Plan Amendment.  Yes votes by Ganfield, Amery, Zgutowicz and 
Barrett.  Vote is 4-0.  Motion carried. 
 
A motion was made by Ganfield and seconded by Barrett to adopt Resolution 02-18-25-15 – 
Approving Ordinance No. 2025-03 Amending Zoning Map.  Yes votes by Ganfield, Amery, 
Zgutowicz and Barrett.  Vote is 4-0.  Motion carried. 
 
Hall Facility Tour 
Administrator Nash walked Council Members through the hall building so that everyone could see the 
full facility as part of ongoing discussions regarding use of this building, office needs, rental facility 
ideas as well as discussions of potentially adding and/or remodeling additional rental facility spaces on 
the Settlers Park/City Hall property.  Repair items and ongoing maintenance items were noted within 
the tour, as well as current use of spaces by area groups, public works and city hall staff. 
 
 
Reports 

• Ganfield  
o Would like Council to discuss changes to fire officer appointment timing and process. 
o Met with a neighbor group and with a property occupant at a Hennepin County address 

the neighbors are concerned about. 
• Barrett  

o Attended a fire department meeting with Council Member Ganfield 
• Amery  

o Rode along with plow drivers during recent snow event and recommended this activity 
to others 

o Attending League of Minnesota Cities training 
• Zgutowicz 

o Attended Hennepin County Mayors’ meeting  
 
 
 



Adjournment 
A motion was made by Amery and seconded by Barrett to adjourn the meeting at 8:59 p.m. All 
in favor. Motion carried.  
 
 
 
 
       APPROVED BY: 

 
       __________________________________ 
       Greg Zgutowicz, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
        
___________________________________ 
Jennifer Nash, City Administrator 


