
CITY OF HANOVER 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

MARCH 6, 2024 

 

Call to Order: 

Mayor Chris Kauffman called the Council Meeting of Tuesday, March 6, 2024, to order at 7:00 p.m. 

Present were Mayor Chris Kauffman, Council Members Mike Amery, Thomas Dierberger, MaryAnn 

Hallstein, and Greg Zgutowicz.   Also Present were City Administrator Jennifer Nash, City Planner 

Cindy Nash, City Attorney Jay Squires and City Engineer Jenn Edison. 

 

Public Attendance: Sheila Sabas, Steve Schirmers, Craig & Melissa Freudenberg, Aaron Carrell, Jeremy 

& Lisa Eichten, Chadd Perkins, Nick & Jess Peters, Chad Olson, Kurt Manley, Mike Gesellchen, Brian 

& Katie Michaud, TJ Lutgen, Dave Pinor, Brad Anderson and Jacob Bustin.   

 

Approval of Agenda: 

 

Administrator Nash recommended the following additions to the Consent Agenda: 

 

• 3e – Addition to Consent Agenda – Resolution 03-06-24-17 – Posting for PW Seasonals 

• 3f – Addition to Consent Agenda – Resolution 03-06-24-18 – MCMA Conference Approval 

 

Dierberger noted he was absent from the February 20th workshop which wasn’t reflected in the draft 

minutes, so he requested the minutes be moved from the consent agenda to regular agenda. 

 

A motion was made by Hallstein and seconded by Amery to approve the agenda as amended. All 

in favor. Motion carried. 

 

Consent Agenda: 

 

A motion was made by Amery and seconded by Hallstein to approve the consent agenda as 

amended. 

 

a. Approve Claims as Presented:  
➢ Claims  $     32,095.64 

➢ Payroll   $     11,873.54 

➢ P/R taxes & Exp. $       4,498.11 

➢ Other Claims  $       3,313.19 

➢ Total Claims     $     51,780.48 

b. Resolution 03-06-24-15 – Approving Gambling Permit for Harvest Festival 

c. Resolution 03-06-24-16 – Approving Purchase of PW Tool Cabinet 

d. Resolution 03-06-24-17 – Posting for Two PW Seasonals 

e. Resolution 03-06-24-18 – Approval of MCMA Conference Attendance 

 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

 



Approve Minutes of February 20, 2024 Work Session  

 

A motion was made by Amery and seconded by Zgutowicz to approve the minutes of February 

20, 2024 work session. Dierberger abstained. All remaining in favor.  Motion carried 4-0-1.  

 

Citizen’s Forum 

Chad Olson, Planning Commission Member, suggested the City’s Comprehensive Plan most recently 

adopted in 2018 should be revisited as it has been more than 5 years.  He also noted he abstained from 

voting on the proposed Highlands/Vistas project at the February 26th PC meeting, but felt Council 

should be aware of changes in materials submitted by the developer after that meeting.  He is 

concerned that Planning Commission members may wish to give input on changes to architecture and 

garages in what the developers have submitted versus what was described in the PC meeting.  He feels 

the proposal should go back to Planning Commission for further review. 

 

New Business 

a. Planning Commission Items: Highlands and Vistas at Crow River 

 

Planner Nash introduced this item and handed out architecture renderings provided by the developer in 

the last few days.  She noted there have been changes to the proposal since the Planning Commission 

review, and other revisions to the proposed preliminary plat ahead of that meeting since prior plans 

received approvals back in 2022.  Some items that have changed include lot lines into wetland areas 

previously show as outlot, widening of the vistas lots which also included a longer culdesac to 

accommodate the addition lot areas, a trail that was supposed to be shown on the plans but wasn’t, and 

other specific items noted in staff reports.  Between the PC meeting and this Council meeting, the 

developer has now committed to meeting minimum garage size requirements, so this provision would 

not need to be considered as part of the requested PUD allowances.  Nash requested Council provide 

feedback on items before them in the report. 

 

Hallstein noted she attended the Planning Commission meeting and was surprised to see changes to 

plans submitted between that meeting and this Council meeting the following week.  Kauffman 

suggested it may be a good idea to go back to the Planning Commission for additional input due to the 

changes being presented by the developer since the Commission reviewed. 

 

Developer Kurt Manley stated changes he is proposing are all to make the project better.  He thinks a 

two-story product will better meet needs for younger families in Hanover versus the single-story that 

had been described to Planning Commission.  The builder he is working with thinks this product will 

sell in the community. 

 

Planner Nash responded to questions about distance between units in the villa area, lot sizes smaller 

than standard zoning, change in demographic of anticipated buyers versus prior discussed single-story 

product, increased depth on larger lots into wetland area and trail that had been discussed.  Developer 

Manley stated he will commit to constructing the trail and isn’t sure why it wasn’t shown already on 

his submittals.  He also stated he feels natural resources of wetland and trees on the large lots will be 

better protected by the underlying property being included as part of the private parcels versus being 

included in an outlot for City maintenance as had been shown in the previously reviewed plans. 



Amery inquired if there were any concerns with utility access for capacity and looping that may be 

need to serve the new parcels.  Administrator Nash noted the Joint Powers Water Board has a project 

slated for construction in the next couple of years that would bring additional looping safeguards to the 

Crow River Heights area, and these new parcels would also benefit from that project along with other 

areas in St. Michael.  There are no concerns with being able to provide these parcels with water and 

sewer services.   

 

Resident Steve Schirmer who currently has ownership interest in a portion of the property proposed for 

development described the unique topography of the property and how he used to hunt on the property.  

He said that some of the areas where there are questions about protection of wetland and treed areas 

will be too steep to access.  He suggested Council walk the property to see it for themselves.  Brad 

Anderson who was another party with ownership interest stated he would be willing to accommodate 

access for Council members even though it is his family’s private property. 

 

Council members discussed the developer bringing back further information for review at the next 

Council meeting.  They would like to see the developer provide before and after of prior lot lines 

approved versus what is now proposed and changes in what is proposed for outlots and their 

ownership. 

 

b. 19 Project Update - WSB 

 

WSB Engineer Jenn Edison reviewed an updated cost share estimate for the upcoming Highway 19 

project. Administrator Nash stated the City has capital funding set aside to cover the City’s portion of 

the project.  Edison noted updated estimates indicate the City is likely responsible for approximately 

11% of the total project costs which is significantly less than earlier projects from 2021 with a prior 

design idea.     

 

Attorney Squires suggested staff and engineers meet with him to ensure everyone is on the same page 

in understanding the project agreement which is unique to this project and was approved in 2021.   

 

Dierberger inquired if power and water access will be stubbed into the roundabouts as part of the road 

project.  Edison responded that these service lines will be installed as part of the project. 

 

 

Reports 

 

Edison – all cities are being required to inventory service lines in their communities to check for any 

lead service lines.  Additional work is being planned for this review to be completed for the few 

properties that would have any possibility of this due to the age of their infrastructure. 

 

Zgutowicz – Park Board meeting: new chair Ben Brandhorst due to Alex moving out of town.  Alex will 

continue to serve but not as chair.  Board is discussing possible locations for a pollinator garden and 

potential application for SHIP grant funding for park signage. 

  

 



Amery – upcoming Hennepin County meeting to address crime rates.  He offered to craft a letter on 

behalf of the Council.  Hallstein requested additional information before signing off on submittal of a 

letter on behalf of the whole Council. 

 

 

Adjournment 

A motion was made by Amery and seconded by Dierberger to adjourn the meeting at 8:40 p.m.  

All in favor.  Motion carried.   

 

       APPROVED BY: 

 

       __________________________________ 

       Chris Kauffman, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

        

___________________________________ 

Jennifer Nash, City Administrator 


