
CITY OF HANOVER 
CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION MEETING 

MARCH 20, 2023  
 
Call to Order: 
Mayor Chris Kauffman called the rescheduled regular work session meeting of Monday, March 20, 2023, 
to order at 5:00 p.m. Present were Mayor Chris Kauffman, Council Members MaryAnn Hallstein, Thomas 
Dierberger, and Greg Zgutowicz. Absent was Council Member Mike Amery.  Also present was City 
Administrator Jennifer Nash, Fire Chief Malewicki and staff from Wright County Public Health.  
 
Approval of Agenda: 
Mayor Kauffman requested addition of a resolution to the consent agenda recognizing March 21st as Down 
Syndrome Day in Hanover.  MOTION by Hallstein to approve the agenda as amended, seconded by 
Dierberger. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Consent Agenda: 
Hallstein requested the seasonal public works item be moved to regular agenda for discussion.  Kauffman 
requested the authorization to bid the 2023 pavement project also be moved to the regular agenda.  
MOTION by Hallstein to approve the consent agenda as amended, seconded by Dierberger. Motion 
carried unanimously. 

a. Approve Minutes of March 7, 2023 City Council Meeting 
b. Resolution 03-20-23-21 – Approving Concert in the Park – Hard Days Night 
c. Resolution 03-20-23-22 -  Approving Exempt Gambling Permit for Harvest Festival 

 
Public Comment – Wright County Public Health  
Gavin Woodland, a Health Coordinator for Wright County Public Health, spoke about the County’s radon 
program.  He noted radon detection kits are available at a discount through Wright County and also 
through the State.  Residents should test for radon in their basements as radon exposure is the second 
leading cause of lung cancer after smoking.  Homes older than 2008 construction are more susceptible to 
increased radon levels, but even newer homes should test every 2-5 years.  If high radon exposure is 
found, the County can provide information on a State program that may be able to help fund radon 
remediation of the home. 
 
Woodland noted County Public Health staff is looking to get the word out and brought information 
packets for distribution at City Hall.  They may also be able to attend City events that could help get the 
word out further.  Hallstein suggested the Harvest Festival may be a good opportunity for a booth, and 
Woodland responded this could be a good idea to sell radon kits at this event and provide information. 
 
Keith Bennet, a Health Promotion Coordinator for Wright County Public Health, spoke about the 
Statewide Health Improvement Partnership program that he helps administer for the County that may be 
able to partner with the City on ideas to promote health for resident.  There are many possible 
partnerships, so he suggested staff reach out if there are ideas that come up for increasing physical 
activity, increasing socialization for seniors and/or encouraging other healthy behaviors.   
 
 
Fire Department Items 
 
Fire Chief Malewicki was present to answer questions from Council on two proposed resolutions relating 
to Fire Department matters. 



 
Hallstein referred to the proposed increase in hourly pay from $10/hr to $12/hr for firefighters and asked 
whether officer stipends were proposed to increase at this time as well.  Malewicki note this is not a part 
of the proposed action before Council now but may come up in the future. 
 
Malewicki advised Council that he is working on a potential option for overnights shifts for the Fire 
Department to respond to medial calls that come in overnight.  He does not have the proposed scheduling 
and policy sorted out completely yet, but believes this idea would be a more viable option to consider at 
this time than duty crews that other communities have started converting to.  He promised additional 
follow up with Council as he and department leadership continue to work on the idea. 
 
Kauffman asked staff if there is funding available in the fire capital fund to cover the costs of the 
proposed generator purchase.  Nash noted there is funding available for both the generator and the 
proposed carpet purchase also proposed for the fire station. 
 
MOTION by Hallstein and seconded by Dierberger to approve Resolution 03-20-23-24 as presented.  All 
in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
Malewicki noted that there are two quotes received for carpet at the fire station.  He has reached out to 
contractor Slaney Flooring to ask if he will match the price of the quote received from Kjellberg Flooring.  
Slaney has agreed to match and with that Malewicki recommends Slaney due to his positive experience 
with previous projects. 
 
MOTION by Hallstein and seconded by Dierberger to approve Resolution 03-20-23-25 with Slaney 
Flooring selected at total project cost at $5,398.49.  All in favor.  Motion carried.   
 
Resolution 03-20-23-23 – Approving Seasonal Public Works Posting 
 
Council discussed possible pay rates for the seasonal posting to be competitive with other postings and 
hopefully attract good candidates.  Nash noted the proposal from staff based on comparison with other 
area postings is for $15-17/hr for the position.  She also noted this is an increase from $14-17 in 2022 and 
$12/hr in 2021 and prior years. 
 
Following discussion, Council consensus was to in increase the posting’s top potential hiring range from 
$17/hr to $18/hr, so that the posting would then state hiring at $15-18/hr.  Members noted they may also 
be willing to consider a higher hourly rate for the right candidate should one be presented. 
 
MOTION by Hallstein and seconded by Zgutowicz to approve Resolution 03-20-23-23 with the hiring 
range amended to $15-18/hr.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
 
Resolution 03-20-23-26 – Authorizing Bid for 2023 Pavement Project 
Kauffman stated he asked that this item be moved to the regular agenda so that Council can discuss planning 
for this project in light of other upcoming road projects as well.  He asked staff about the amount budgeted 
for the road project in this year’s Capital Improvement Plan (CIP).  Nash noted there was $520,000 set aside 
in the CIP in 2023 for this project.  While the projected costs for road projects including this one have 
increased, the City also save money in 2022 on that year’s pavement project and does not plan to proceed 
in 2023 with a chip seal or other street project leaving an additional $300,000 available within the CIP plan.  
Remaining CIP will need to be updated following recent Highway 19 project information and as costs for 



Hanover’s portion are clarified.  Current projected match is lower than anticipated in the CIP at last update, 
so the City has funds available to cover all of the current estimated match of around $300,000 and to cover 
some additional amenity improvements that Council may consider such as improved lighting, landscaping 
and pedestrian items.  These costs are not known at this time.  Council also has ability to bond for items in 
the future should they choose to consider borrowing. 
 
Council members discussed whether they may want to consider potentially delaying this road project in 
order to set additional funds aside towards possible project needs on Highway 19 now that the Wright 
County portion of that project has been approved to proceed in 2024.  Nash noted the bid package for the 
proposed 2023 pavement project is set up with the Rolling Oaks neighborhood as the primary bid and 
Esterly Oaks as a bid alternate.  Council would have the option to reject bids at an upcoming meeting if 
they do not wish to proceed at that time.   
 
Kauffman suggested Council members drive the Rolling Oaks and Esterly Oaks streets prior to the bids 
coming in to assess their condition firsthand.  Nash noted the engineer will also be available to provide 
additional information at an upcoming meeting where she is in attendance and answer questions about road 
conditions prompting the project being proposed at this time. 
 
MOTION by Hallstein and seconded by Dierberger to approve Resolution 03-20-23-26.  All in favor.  
Motion carried.   
 
Reports 
 
Hallstein 

- BHM Schools Curriculum group meeting 
 
Zgutowicz 

- Noted a recent conversation on a private community page on social media regarding what residents 
would like to change about Hanover.  It was a good discussion and good dialogue. 

 
Adjournment 
MOTION by Hallstein to adjourn at 6:50 p.m., seconded by Dierberger. Motion carried unanimously. 
        

APPROVED BY: 
 
       __________________________________ 
       Chris Kauffman, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
        
___________________________________ 
Jennifer Nash, City Administrator 


