
CITY OF HANOVER 
CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION 

MARCH 21, 2017 – OFFICIAL MINUTES 
                    
Call to Order 
Mayor Kauffman called the Regular City Council Work Session Meeting of Tuesday, March 21, 2017, to 
order at 6:00 p.m.  Present were Chris Kauffman, Doug Hammerseng, Ken Warpula, Jim Zajicek, and 
MaryAnn Hallstein.  Also present were Accountant/Deputy Clerk Elizabeth Lindrud, Public Works 
Supervisor Scott Vogel, Administrative Assistant Amy Biren and a Wright County Sheriff’s Deputy.  
Guests present:  Jenny Bedsted, Matthew Bedsted, Rachel Miller, and Jon Miller.  Absent:  City 
Administrator Brian Hagen. 
 
Approval of Agenda 
Lindrud presented Resolution No. 03-21-17-29, Approving the Hanover Public Works HVAC Design, to 
be added to the Agenda after the Boy Scout presentations as 5a.  Kauffman added Resolution No. 03-21-
17-30, Proclaiming March 21, 2017, As World Down Syndrome Day, to the Consent Agenda. 
MOTION by Warpula to approve the agenda as amended, seconded by Hammerseng.   
Motion carried unanimously.  
 
Consent Agenda 
Hammerseng made the comment that there seemed to be an unusually high number of typos in the 
minutes.  Lindrud responded that they will be corrected. 
MOTION by Warpula to approve the consent agenda as amended, seconded by Zajicek.   
Motion carried unanimously. 

a. Approve Minutes of March 7, 2017, City Council Meeting as corrected 
b. Approve Claims as Presented: 

 Claims   $    38,497.72 
 Payroll   $      7,690.85 
 P/R taxes & Exp $      3,120.64 
 Other Claims   $      2,007.80 
 Total Claims     $    48,317.01 

c. Res No 03-21-17-26 – Approving Purchase of EDA Business Social Appreciation Gift 
d. Res No 03-21-17-27 – Approving Sale of Harvested Oak Trees 
e. Res No 03-21-17-30 – Proclaiming March 21, 2017, As World Down Syndrome Day 

 
Jon Miller – Eagle Scout Project 
Miller was directed by the Park Board to return to Council in order to present samples of materials that 
could be used for his Eagle Scout Project, creating Welcome to Hanover signs.  He first showed a 
miniature version of a stainless steel sign with the word “Hanover” that had been laser cut. He explained 
that his uncle allowed him access to a laser cutting machine.  The next sample he presented was 
individually laser cut steel letters to be put on composite lumber.  Council liked the stainless steel sign 
with the suggestion of framing it with cedar to stabilize it.  Zajicek asked about the sign ordinance.  Biren 
stated that Miller has a copy of the sign ordinance and will be working with him on making sure the signs 
are compliant.  Lighting and colors were also discussed.  It was suggested that Miller talk to a sign 
company to ask questions about creating the signs.  Biren was asked to send the logo to Miller along with 
any color requirements.  Budget will be determined based on what design is decided upon.  Miller asked 
about the progress on identifying easements.  City Administrator Brian Hagen is working on the 
easements.  Council requested that Miller create either a scale model or a scale drawing of the sign to be 
presented at the next Park Board meeting. 
 
Matt Bedsted – Eagle Scout Project 
Bedsted presented his Eagle Scout Project, Constructing Bluebird Houses, to Council for the first time.  
He would like to create a pair of bluebird houses for each of the following parks:  Eagle View, Pheasant 
Run, and Riverside.  Each park would have two sets of houses approximately 1,000 feet apart from one 
another, and would be mounted on poles to deter predators.  The parks were selected because they were 
either located in or near fields and a water source which is what bluebirds prefer.  Council requested that 



Bedsted create a scale model or drawing to the Park Board at their next meeting and have the Board help 
in deciding parks in which to locate the houses. 
 
Res No 03-21-17-29 – Approving Hanover Public Works HVAC Design 
Vogel explained that a meeting had been called for earlier in the day, and he and Hagen had met at 
Kinghorn’s office to discuss the HVAC design needed for the new Public Works facility.  There were 
several professionals there experienced in new construction of mechanical, electrical and plumbing.  
Kinghorn recommended that Emanuelson-Podas be the company to provide a general design specification 
sheet in the aforementioned areas for the new facility.  Council questioned why the peer review was 
necessary and did not want it included. 
MOTION by Hammerseng to approve Res No 03-21-17-29 without the peer review expense of $2,000, 
seconded by Hallstein.   
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Nuisance Hearing – 11471 12th Street NE 
Lindrud explained that complaints were received at City Hall regarding a shed that had been constructed 
on the side of the home.  Staff investigated the situation and the shed was found to be noncompliant in 
being located on the side of the house and not in the rear yard, as well as being within the 45 foot setback 
from River Road.  A letter was sent to the owner requiring the removal of the shed and stating that if the 
removal was not done, a nuisance hearing would take place.  The owner could not be present at tonight’s 
hearing, but sent an email stating he did not believe the setback should apply to a shed and referenced 
other sheds in the neighborhood that he believed were also noncompliant.  Lindrud also presented a 
review of events which occurred between the home owner and Metro West Inspections.  
MOTION by Hallstein for staff to send a letter to the home owner directing him to remove the shed and 
if it is not removed, it will be removed for him at his expense, seconded by Hammerseng. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
City Policies Review 
Council felt that as Hagen was not present, this discussion should be tabled. 
MOTION by Hammerseng to table the City Policies Review discussion, seconded by Warpula.   
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Res No 03-21-17-28 – Approving Accounting Services Proposal 
Lindrud explained that Hagen had contacted accounting firms requesting a bid for services during the 
transition period during which the City would not have an accountant and subsequently training the new 
accountant when hired.  Only one firm responded with a proposal, Abdo, Eick, and Meyers, LLP (AEM).  
The proposal shows the scope of services dependent upon who is hired and when.  Kauffman 
recommended tabling the resolution as only one firm responded.  Warpula added his concern on hiring 
the firm who recruits employees from cities. 
MOTION by Kauffman to table Res No 03-21-17-28, seconded by Hammerseng. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Hanover Website Domain 
Kauffman reviewed the history of the domain name, www.hanovermn.com.  A previous administrator had 
directed the IT consultant at the time to purchase the domain name and the City would reimburse him.  
The reimbursement did not happen.  The former consultant contacted the City to see if the City was 
interested in purchasing the domain name and just wanted reimbursement for the years he had paid to 
keep the name. 
MOTION by Warpula to purchase the domain name, www.hanovermn.com, and reimburse the former 
consultant for costs incurred, seconded by Hammerseng. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
 
 
 



Temp Agency Crack Filling Workers 
Vogel explained that crack filling of the streets would again be done by Public Works this year and that 
two workers from a temp agency would be needed.  By hiring two workers instead of one, as was done 
last year, would allow the seasonal worker to stay current on lawn and ballfield maintenance.  The 
amount of material needed would not be as much as last year even though the entire City would be done. 
MOTION by Warpula to hire two temporary workers for crack filling, seconded by Hammerseng. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Welder Purchase 
Vogel reviewed the specifications of the welder that Public Works would like to purchase (included in the 
packet). 
MOTION by Warpula to approve the purchase of the welder, seconded by Hallstein. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Fire Department Utility Vehicle Purchase 
Warpula explained that the Fire Department would like to purchase a six-wheeled Ranger as a grass rig 
similar to the current vehicle.  The vehicle would be purchased with donation money from fundraisers and 
individuals. 
MOTION by Hallstein to approve the purchase of the Utility Vehicle for the Fire Department, seconded 
by Zajicek. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Reports 
Vogel informed Council that the bollards on the Historic Bridge have been locked as cars have been 
driving over it.  Witnesses have told him they saw it happening, but could not get a license number due to 
the speed they were traveling.  Vogel stated that he had just attended a meeting with Youth Ball and the 
Mayor regarding the design of the Settler’s Park Ballfield.  Job responsibilities and a timeline were 
established.  Irrigation will be put in place this year, but lighting may be done in the future.  Public Works 
will be doing the dirt work.  Vogel also asked for direction regarding the trees and Council told him they 
had already directed him to take them down. 
 
Hallstein reminded members that the EDA social is being held at Chops in April.  She also mentioned 
looking at the feasibility of expanding parking in the Downtown River area. 
 
Zajicek reminded members that the Park Board will be having the Easter Egg Hunt prior to Easter. 
 
Warpula said the Fire Department will be having their Pancake Breakfast on Palm Sunday.  He also 
thanked Public Works for cleaning up the brush behind the Fire Hall. 
 
Lindrud said that 52 compost keys have been picked up by residents.  The donation from the Minnesota 
Twins was delivered on Friday and will be accepted at the next Council meeting.  The City has received a 
letter from Three Rivers Park District declining to build a ballfield in Crow Hassan Park Reserve.  Park 
Board will be looking at tree selection at the next meeting in addition to the Boy Scout Eagle Projects. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Adjournment 
MOTION by Warpula to adjourn at 7:40 p.m., seconded by Hammerseng.  Motion carried 
unanimously.   
 
       APPROVED BY: 
 
             
       Chris Kauffman, Mayor    
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
Elizabeth Lindrud, Deputy Clerk-Accountant 


