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CITY OF HANOVER 
CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION MEETING 

APRIL 19, 2022 – OFFICIAL MINUTES 
 
Call to Order: 
Mayor Kauffman called the regular work session meeting of April 19, 2022, to order at 6:32 p.m.  Present 
were Mayor Chris Kauffman, Councilors Jim Zajicek, MaryAnn Hallstein, Thomas Dierberger and Mike 
Amery.  Also present were City Administrator Jennifer Nash, City Planner Cindy Nash, City Engineer 
Justin Messner, Wright County Sheriff Sean Deringer and Wright County Sheriff’s Lieutenant Jeremy 
Wirkkula.  Guests present included Jon Helzer, Craig Bingen, Zach Webber, Mark Koivisto, Lea Kangas, 
Jodi Tappe, George Fantauzza, Julie Fritz and Matt Fuchs. 
 
Administrator Nash noted representatives from the Wright County Sheriff’s Office are in attendance prior 
to the 7:00pm Local Board of Appeals meeting tonight, and the regular work session meeting agenda is 
planned to continue after the Local Board of Appeals meeting is complete. 
 
Wright County Sheriff’s Office 
Wright County Sheriff Sean Deringer thanked Council for the invitation to attend their meeting.  He 
discussed details of how the contract between the City and County works for law enforcement services.  
Hanover’s contract with Wright County includes four hours of regular patrol per day and other response at 
all other hours is provided as part of a base level of service to all areas across the County. 
 
Council members inquired if it would be possible for the Wright County Sheriff’s Office to cover all of the 
City of Hanover including areas that are in Hennepin County.  Sheriff Deringer noted the City’s split 
situation across two counties is similar to Rockford and Greenfield.  Deringer stated some emergency 
response aid can occur as backup as needed and appropriate across County lines, but relayed that regular 
patrol and enforcement for Hennepin County properties is not something the Wright County Sheriff’s Office 
could do. 
 
Lt. Wirkkula reviewed an annual report summarizing Wright County Sheriff’s activities in the City of 
Hanover in 2021.   
 
Council Member Amery asked how rates and patrol hours are determined.  Sheriff Deringer responded that 
Wright County sets rates for contracting cities based upon expenses of the Sheriff’s Office corresponding 
to those services.  The hourly rates are the same for all cities contracting with the Sheriff’s Office.  Patrol 
hours are generally set by preference of city councils, but Deringer noted that the Sheriff’s Office does 
approach councils when additional hours appear to be needed due to call loads.  The lieutenants in his 
department do a good job of tracking data schedule patrols and staff areas appropriately. 
 
Council Member Hallstein asked whether tours could be provided of the County’s jail and law enforcement 
facilities for Council.  Deringer stated they could and members could reach out to him to set up tours 
whenever they would like.  He also suggested the new training facility built in partnership with the FBI 
may be an interesting tour for Council to go on.   
 
Deringer shared additional information about the Wright County Sheriff’s Office.  There are only 3 cities 
in the County that have their own law enforcement agencies and contract with Wright County.  The school 
resource officer division of the Wright County Sheriff is the largest division for these services of any agency 
in the state.  He is running for re-election this year after serving as Sheriff for the last 3 years. 
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Council adjourned the work session to their Local Board of Appeals meeting at 7:09 pm.  The regular 
Council work session meeting was resumed at 7:44 pm following close of the Local Board of Appeals.   
 
Approval of Agenda: 
Administrator Nash noted four additional items presented to Council for the agenda.  Resolutions for a 
temporary liquor license and for training for staff were added to the consent agenda.  Council members 
would like to discuss a donation and a year end fund transfer further, so those items would be added to the 
beginning of the regular agenda items. 
 
MOTION by Hallstein to approve the agenda as amended, seconded by Zajicek. Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
Consent Agenda: 
MOTION by Amery to approve the consent agenda, seconded by Hallstein. 

a. Approve Minutes of March 29, 2022 City Council Meeting 
b. Approve Claims as Presented: 

 Claims  $ 148,396.11 
 Payroll   $   20,069.89 
 P/R taxes & Exp $     8,323.19 
 Other Claims  $     5,388.78 
 Total Claims    $ 182,177.97 

c. Resolution 04-19-22-26 – Approving Multi-Dwelling Unit Rental License 
d. Resolution 04-19-22-27 – Approving Hanover Harvest Festival Gambling Permit 
e. Resolution 04-19-22-28 – Selecting Standard Allowance Provision for Simplified ARPA  
f. Resolution 04-19-22-36 – Approving Temp Liquor License for Hanover Lions June 8th 
g. Resolution 04-19-22-38 – Approving Training for MCMA Annual Conference 

Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
Resolution 04-19-22-35 – Accepting Donation of $7,500 from Hanover Athletic Association 
 
Hallstein noted the amount of the donation from Hanover Athletic is the same as the cost of a Zamboni the 
City recently acquired from the City of Corcoran for maintenance of ice rinks.  She referenced previous 
questions from Zajicek during the Zamboni discussion about ongoing maintenance costs for the piece of 
equipment and asked if a maintenance agreement with Hanover Athletic could be considered.  
Administrator Nash noted the Association’s donation is not directly tied to the purchase.  There are currently 
no formal agreements with Hanover Athletic she is aware of, but she could look into this for Council and 
bring back further information. 
 
MOTION was made by Hallstein and seconded by Amery to pass Resolution 04-19-22-35 Accepting 
Donation of $7,500 from Hanover Athletic Association.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  
 
Resolution 04-19-22-37 – Approving 2021 Year End Transfer for Fire Capital 
 
Administrator Nash noted the City’s practice of the past several years has been to transfer fund balance for 
year end to street capital except for half of the following year’s budget for cash flow purposes, and less a 
transfer to fire department capital under established formulas within fire agreements.  The resolution before 
the Council tonight would transfer funds to fire capital, but would retain remaining fund balance in the 
general fund to allow additional flexibility for use of the funds.  The resolution would still be in line with 
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fund balance policies of the City.  Mayor Kauffman noted he is in favor of keeping funds within the general 
fund for flexibility. 
 
MOTION by Hallstein and seconded by Zajicek to pass Resolution 04-19-22-37 – Approving Year 
End Transfer for Fire Capital.  All in favor.  Motion carried.   
 
Resolution 04-19-22-29 – Authorizing Application for Community Safety Grant Funding for Fire 
Department Equipment 
 
Administrator Nash introduced a grant program through CenterPoint Energy that funds up to $2,500 each 
year in communities within its service area for use on public safety initiatives and/or equipment.  In 
discussing with Fire Chief Malewicki, staff is interested in applying for funding towards a Jacob’s Ladder 
piece of equipment that would help prevent injuries and improve physical fitness for firefighters due to the 
piece of equipment’s design for task readiness for firefighters. 
 
MOTION by Hallstein and seconded by Dierberger to pass Resolution 04-19-22-29 – Authorizing 
Application for Community Safety Grant Funding for Fire Department Equipment.  All in favor.  
Motion carried. 
 
Crow River Heights West 6th Addition 
 
City Planner Nash introduced two actions being recommended for approval associated with the proposed 
Crow River Heights West 6th Addition.  The final plat resolution is recommended as included in Council’s 
packet materials, and a revised draft development agreement was distributed before the meeting to go with 
the second proposed resolution.  The Planning Commission has reviewed plans for the proposed 54-unit 
residential development and recommend approval. 
 
MOTION by Zajicek and seconded by Hallstein to pass Resolution 04-19-22-31 – Approving Final 
Plat for Crow River Heights West 6th Addition.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
MOTION by Hallstein and seconded by Dierberger to pass Resolution 04-19-22-32 – Approving 
Development Agreement for Crow River Heights West 6th Addition.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
River’s Edge 2nd Addition 
 
City Planner Nash introduced two actions being recommended for approval associated with the proposed 
69-unit River’s Edge 2nd Addition.  Council received an updated final plat resolution before meeting as well 
as a revised draft development agreement.  The city attorney has not had opportunity to review the proposed 
development agreement yet, so staff would recommend a condition of approval should be that staff has 
authority to revise and amend the agreement following recommendations from the city attorney.  The 
developer is also seeking permission within the development agreement to be able to apply for permits and 
begin construction on 4 lots within this subdivision that are near to the first phase and where utilities have 
already been installed.  This would be a new provision for Hanover to allow for these type of early starts, 
but there are communities that provide for similar early starts. 
 
Council discussed whether to allow early starts on 4 lots within the development.  Planner Nash suggested 
an additional condition of approval could be to allow the city attorney to add language permitting early 
starts if the Council would like to do so. 
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Jon Holzer of JP Brooks stated that the homes on the early start lots already have pavement at two of them 
and utilities at all four.  The developer acknowledges that occupancy would not be permitted on any home 
until all of the regular site readiness items including wear course layer pavement being installed and 
inspected have been completed. 
 
Following additional Council discussion, Planner Nash provided summary of terms she heard from Council 
that could be provided for the city attorney to write into the development agreement: 

- Early start of construction permitted on first four lots on the north end of Emmy Lane as requested 
- Starts on these four lots would only be permitted if all of the lots in the first phase are sold 
- No temporary or permanent certificates of occupancy would be authorized until usual conditions of 

site readiness are met under the development agreement 
 
MOTION by Hallstein and seconded by Dierberger to pass Resolution 04-19-22-33 – Approving Final 
Plat for Rivers Edge 2nd Addition.  All in favor.  Motion carried.   
 
MOTION by Hallstein and seconded by Dierberger to pass Resolution 04-19-22-34 – Approving 
Development Agreement for Rivers Edge 2nd Addition and authorizing city attorney to make 
revisions including terms of authorization for early starts on four lots.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  
 
River Inn 
 
Administrator Nash noted she has been in ongoing discussion with River Inn ownership and consultants 
regarding their request to retain expanded outdoor seating spaces that have not received site plan and other 
required approvals for improvements.  She noted she had hoped there would be agreement reached on terms 
of a memorandum of understanding for this meeting that would have included specific progress steps and 
timelines for those steps.  This agreement has not been reached as had been anticipated.  River Inn 
representatives were in attendance at this meeting to request other action. 
 
George Fantauzza spoke representing River Inn and noted they continue to work on permanent solutions 
for River Inn’s expansion and are seeking permission to allow outdoor seating to remain and address 
parking conditions later.  He introduced architect Lea Kangas who has been brought on to help River Inn. 
 
Lea Kangas of Inside Outside Architecture went over a history of options reviewed by River Inn since they 
received a notice in August 2021 that the temporary emergency order that had allowed outdoor seating 
during the height of the pandemic had expired.  Site plans and variance application submitted in late 2021 
have been found by River Inn to not be viable options.  River Inn has now acquired an additional residential 
property contiguous to northwest corner of River Inn’s primary property.  Kangas states River Inn will be 
pursuing an outdoor serving area limited to 3375 sq ft.  They have brought in an accessible bathroom trailer 
in response to notice from the building official regarding lack of accessible and enough bathrooms for the 
expanded area being utilized.  
 
Council members noted that River Inn has been out of compliance with an unpermitted outdoor expansion 
since August of 2021.  Members noted they were seeking committed timelines for action steps toward a 
permanent solution for this meeting as there is still no viable plan presented by River Inn of how they will 
provide for the parking and site improvements required for their expansion. 
 
Kangas showed some images of where they state temporary parking stalls could be provided.  Council 
members relayed that River Inn needs to plan for completing improvements during this construction season 
and provide concrete timelines for action steps.  Kauffman noted the purchase of an additional lot for 
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parking is a progress point, but River Inn needs to plan for that lot to be constructed to meet their parking 
needs and not try to retain the home on the parcel.  If River Inn wants to seek to relocate the home to another 
site this would be a separate application and should not hold up River Inn’s expansion site plan application.  
Administrator Nash noted the residential site may be too small and lacking required garage to meet 
minimum standards with one idea presented to repurpose the home in its current location on a reduced site, 
and another idea presented to possibly move it across the street would likely require a replat of lots and 
possibly variances if it were to be possible. 
 
Hallstein noted that the City Attorney is not present at this meeting but has expressed concern about letting 
River Inn continue to use unpermitted space for an indefinite time period. 
 
Kauffman noted he spoke with the building official who stated it may be possible he could accommodate 
the new bathroom trailers to meet temporary bathroom needs under building code, but he can only sign off 
on permits that the City has authorized from a zoning standpoint. 
 
Kangas asked how River Inn can continue to use their outdoor space and not have to return conditions to 
pre-Covid seating as required by the building official’s order by April 25th.  Administrator Nash noted the 
goal based on their last conversation together on April 6th had been to have received River Inn’s 
commitments to zoning application timeline, demolition of the old garage structure, final construction 
timeline for parking stalls and other improvements in order to then allow the unpermitted outdoor space to 
remain under terms of a memorandum of understanding as long as those terms are being met. 
 
Noting a desire to continue to help River Inn pursue plans for permanent outdoor seating space, Council 
Member Amery made the following motion: recognizing the steps taken and the progress made regarding 
parking and restrooms, the River Inn has shown good faith effort to comply and conform with City 
ordinances that would support continued use of patio seating.  Therefore, the City Council agrees to allow 
River Inn to continue planning with review scheduled for June 7th.  No second was received on this motion. 
 
Council members continued discussion on how to ensure progress is made with more definite timelines and 
commitments by River Inn toward a permanent solution if Council would agree to delay enforcement of 
ongoing violations of zoning ordinances at River Inn. 
 
Administrator Nash suggested that Council could consider a motion to table action until the May 3rd meeting 
so that the City Attorney could be present and so that River Inn can take some of this feedback and bring 
back commitments for progress to the next meeting. 
 
Amery withdrew his motion for lack of second.  Mayor Kauffman reiterated that Council needs to see 
progress with timelines and commitment steps from River Inn if they are asked to continue delaying 
enforcement of the City’s standards. 
 
MOTION by Amery and seconded by Zajicek to table action on River Inn until May 3rd and request 
that the building official delay decision on a temporary bathroom application before him until that 
time.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
Reports  
Zajicek 

• Asked for an update on code enforcement regarding violations at properties owned by Reitzner on 
the south side of the community.  Administrator Nash noted she made another call to Reitzner 
recently due to an additional complaint received regarding several travel trailers being stored and 
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utilized on a single family residential property.  Reitzner committed to requiring removal of the 
travel trailers but asked for time to allow the ground to dry enough for the removal.  Nash noted in 
the call to Reitzner that a letter would follow, and that Council would like for him to attend their 
meeting on May 3rd to address concerns at both 30016 107th Ave and 29911 109th Ave.  Reitzner 
stated he would attend, and the city attorney will be available at this meeting to discuss progressive 
enforcement options should the Council choose to pursue those. 

Amery 
• Attended the recent Easter egg hunt hosted by the City’s park board. 

Dierberger 
• Attended a recent fire officers meeting 

Hallstein 
• The April EDA meeting was cancelled, but she will be in contact with the EDA chair and staff to 

talk about planning an annual EDA social event this year 
Nash 

• Asked Council if they would like to invite Baker Tilly to present their proposal on May 17th.  Council 
states yes.  Hennepin County Sheriff’s Office has also been invited to this work session meeting. 

 
Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:15pm by unanimous consent. 
 

 
APPROVED BY: 

 
       __________________________________ 
       Chris Kauffman, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
        
___________________________________ 
Jennifer Nash, City Administrator 
 


