
CITY OF HANOVER 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

JUNE 1, 2021 – OFFICIAL MINUTES 
 
Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance: 
Mayor Chris Kauffman called the regular meeting of Tuesday, June 1, 2021 to order at 7:05 p.m.  Present 
were Mayor Chris Kauffman, Councilors Ken Warpula, MaryAnn Hallstein and Thomas Dierberger.  Also 
present was City Attorney Jay Squires, City Administrator Brian Hagen, Accountant Jackie Heinz, and 
Administrative Intern Grant MacFarlane.  Guests included Jeff Huinker, Leslie Horn, Kristal Sneen, Sam 
Jones of Crow River News, and Karl Trott and Marc Bevacco of Plug Technologies. Absent was Jim 
Zajicek. 
 
Approval of Agenda: 
MOTION by Warpula to approve the agenda, seconded by Dierberger.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Consent Agenda: 
MOTION by Warpula to approve the consent agenda, seconded by Hallstein. 

a. Approve Minutes of May 18, 2021 City Council Work Session Meeting 
b. Approve Claims as Presented: 

 Claims  $   89,878.28 
 Payroll   $   10,875.88 
 P/R taxes & Exp $     3,909.16 
 Other Claims  $     2,675.03 
 Total Claims    $ 107,338.35 

c. Res No 06-01-21-42 – Approve EDA Donation to Hanover Harvest Festival 
d. Res No 06-01-21-43 – Accepting the Coronavirus Local Fiscal Recovery Fund 

Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Citizen’s Forum: 

Speed Limit Reduction Request – Leslie Horn 
Horn introduced themself and stated that they lived on Kaitlin Ave. Horn stated that she has witnessed 
people driving fast through their neighborhood and that cars will sometimes almost lose control due to the 
high number of curves in the road. Horn shared that she would like to act before something happens. 
 
Hallstein stated that the curves help slow people down and that stop signs have also been installed to help 
reduce speeds. Hallstein mentioned the possibility of adding speedbumps and speed indicators to slow 
drivers down. 
 
Huinker said that he lives near a big curve on a downward slope and that he sees people speeding around 
it. He stated that this area has a lot of kids and that there is a blind spot on a specific bend in the road. 
Huinker asked about acquiring seasonal speedbumps. 
 
Hagen shared that Minnesota state statutes allow the speed limit to be below thirty miles an hour, but that 
the City has to be consistent. Hagen stated that he could have City Engineer Nick Preisler put together a 
list of likely road candidates for the speed limit reduction. 
 
Hallstein explained that an additional benefit of adding a speed indicator would be to get relevant data 
that would help the Council make decisions. Hallstein also stated that she has seen street art projects that 



are designed to slow drivers down. Hallstein shared that one possible art piece could be a 3D painted 
speedbump. 
 
Huinker added that lots of cars park on the side of the street and that kids sometimes jut out from them 
unexpectedly. Dierberger stated that he has seen some of the same issues on his own street. 
 
Public Hearings: 
 Nuisance Hearing – 11572 Meadowbrook Ave NE 
Hagen stated that new photos had been taken to show the progress of the clean-up on this site. Hagen 
added that portions of the violations had been corrected, but that there was new items as well. 
 
Kauffman said that he believed significant progress had been made since the last report, mentioning the 
removal of a fridge and van from view.  
 
Dierberger asked Hagen about the status of noise complaints on the property. Hagen explained that 
previous noise reports were due to the revving of an engine in the driveway, but that no recent complaints 
had been filed. 
 
Kauffman further explained that he was willing to give the resident more time for the clean-up. Hallstein 
stated that she would support providing additional time to the resident if Kauffman believed that the 
progress would continue. 
 
Hagen asked the Council how much time they would like to give the resident. Squires suggested that the 
Council revisit the issue every other meeting to observe the progress. Hallstein requested more progress 
photos be taken for the next meeting. 
 
Unfinished Business: 

None 
 
New Business: 
 Res No 06-01-21-44 – Approving Variance for 1332 Jansen Ave SE 
Hagen stated that the Council approved of a variance for a garage on this property last year. Hagen 
explained that the property owners decided that they wanted a bigger garage than approved in the initial 
variance, which is why they were applying for a new one. Hagen further explained that the Planning 
Commission has recommended approval of the variance. 
MOTION by Warpula to approve Res No 06-01-21-44, seconded by Hallstein.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
 Res No 06-01-21-45 – Approve Site Plan for 11099 Lamont Ave NE 
Warpula stated that the proposed site plan looked great.  
 
Hagen explained that the planning commission has recommended approval of the site plan. Hagen further 
shared that the expansion is away from the wetland and that it includes paving the entire parking lot. 
Hagen also said that the plan meets all ordinance requirements.  
 
Dierberger asked if there was a deadline for paving the parking lot. Hagen stated that paving typically 
happens after the building has been completed. Bevacco stated that construction could begin this year. 
MOTION by Warpula to approve Res No 06-01-21-45, seconded by Hallstein.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 



 
 Ordinance 2021-02 – Amending Chpt 10 Related to Building Permits 
Hagen stated that this ordinance discussion was missed last meeting due to the changing of the agenda 
during the meeting. Hagen explained that this ordinance would require showing a future deck of a minimum 
size on building permit surveys related to new home or addition projects. 
MOTION by Warpula to approve Ordinance 2021-02, seconded by Dierberger.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
 Discussion: Waste Hauler Regulations 
Hagen outlined a memo prepared by Amy Biren.  It shows the number of residential accounts each current 
license hauler has in town.  Hagen further stated that it was to his understanding that Randy’s Sanitation 
sold and that the associated residential accounts went to Republic while the commercial accounts went to 
GFL.  
 
Hallstein said that garbage is only hauled on Thursdays and that the Public Works Department gets less 
work done on Thursday due to the high volume of trucks on the streets during that day.  
 
Warpula asked what the goal of reviewing this subject was, and that if it was to limit the total number of 
trucks on the road. Hagen stated that the current number of haulers was six, and that the Council was to 
decide if the number needed to be lowered.  This comes from the goal setting session earlier in the year 
where it was decided we would review our waste hauler regulations. 
 
Warpula said that he was concerned with wear on the streets due to the number of waste hauling trucks. 
Kauffman shared that he was not worried about excessive wear. Warpula asked about the number of 
haulers in other cities. Hagen was unsure but staff could get that information. 
 
Kauffman stated that he favored that idea of eliminating one hauling license because GFL has zero 
accounts.  Hagen did note that commercial accounts are still required to utilize a licensed hauler and that 
GFL does have commercial accounts in town.  Squires said that Minnesota regulation on the subject was 
tricky and that the City needs to keep this in consideration regarding organized collection. Squires 
explained that reducing the number of licenses would not be organized collection. 
MOTION by Hallstein to investigate reducing the number of licenses, seconded by Warpula.  
Voting Aye – Hallstein, Warpula 
Voting Nay – Kauffman 
Dierberger was unsure at this time. 
Hallstein rescinded her motion. 
 
MOTION by Hallstein to table the discussion, seconded by Warpula. Motion passed 3-1. 
Voting Aye – Hallstein, Kauffman, Dierberger. 
Voting Nay - Warpula 
 
Reports  
Heinz 

• The 2021 Harvest Festival is on track and moving forward as planned. 
 
Dierberger 

• The Bike Rodeo event happened but had a lower turnout than they had hoped for. 
• A new design for the park shelter was shared by Kinghorn Construction at the last Park Board 

meeting. 



• NHA Tree Group presented to the Park Board. The group will continue to fund raise throughout 
the summer as they work towards their $500 goal.  

 
Hallstein 

• The EDA is continuing to work on the Business Social event. They have been in contact with Big 
Bore Barbecue as a potential host and are looking at holding the event in early August. 

 
Hagen 

• Has been working with Missy and Youth Ball to get their field schedule. Residents have expressed 
interest in using the field for games when Youth Ball does not need it. 

• There have been multiple noise complaints regarding noise levels from the Rivers Edge 
development.  Staff is reminding the contractor and will keep a close eye on them. 

• Met with Three Rivers and Bryan Reitzner to discuss the purchase of an easement for the trail 
switch by the Historic Bridge.  

 
Kauffman 

• Attended the Memorial Day Ceremony in the cemetery. Shared that they did a great job of putting 
it together. 
 

Adjournment 
MOTION by Warpula to adjourn at 7:52 p.m., seconded by Dierberger.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
       APPROVED BY: 
 
       __________________________________ 
       Chris Kauffman, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
        
___________________________________ 
Brian Hagen, City Administrator 


