
 

 

CITY OF HANOVER 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

JUNE 4, 2024 

 

Call to Order: 

Mayor Chris Kauffman called the Council Meeting of Tuesday, June 4, 2024, to order at 7:00 p.m. 

Present were Mayor Chris Kauffman, Council Members Mike Amery, Thomas Dierberger, and Greg 

Zgutowicz. Members Absent was: MaryAnn Hallstein. Also Present were City Administrator Jennifer 

Nash, City Clerk Jenny Peterson, City Attorney Jay Squires, and City Planner Cindy Nash. Public 

Attendance: Megan Rogers, Steve Schirmers, Jessica Helm, Laurel Prairie, Deputy Broekema, Mike 

Gesellchen and Chad Pettit.  

 

Approval of Agenda: 

 

Mayor Kauffman would like to move 6a 2024 Audit Presentation after citizens forum. 

 

A motion was made by Amery and seconded by Dierberger to approve the agenda as amended. 

All in favor. Motion carried. 

 

Consent Agenda: 

 

Council member Amery would like to pull item “f” Resolution 06-04-24-55 from the consent agenda, 

move to 5c, move Lee Items to 5a and Shirmer 5b.  

 

A motion was made by Amery and seconded by Dierberger to approve the consent agenda as 

amended. 

 

a. Approve Minutes of May 21, 2024, Work Session Meetings 

b. Approve Claims as Presented:  
➢ Claims  $   167,969.13 

➢ Payroll   $     12,654.79 

➢ P/R taxes & Exp. $       4,737.51 

➢ Other Claims  $       3,269.43 

➢ Total Claims     $   188,630.86 

c. Resolution 06-04-24-50 – Approving Annual Liquor License Renewals 

d. Resolution 06-04-24-56 – Approving Agreement for Trailer for Concert Events 

e. Resolution 06-04-24-57 – Approving Hennepin County Assessor’s Agreement 

 

 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Citizen’s Forum 

 

Jessica Helm, 11232 Freedom Way, spoke regarding Agenda Item 5a. Lee Items Ms. Helm stated she 

is disheartened and feels the project is going to be disruptive with the traffic, light pollution and does 

not feel it will be safe for the neighborhood.  



 

 

 

Laural Prairie also spoke regarding the Lee project. She stated she does not want apartments or 

industrial businesses behind their homes.  

 

New Business 

a. 2023 Audit Presentation – Bergan KDV/Creative Planning 

 

Nancy Schulzetenberg presented an overview of the 2023 Annual Audit. There were no compliance 

findings, however there were audit findings regarding lack of segregation of duties. The lack of 

segregation is the same as last year and not uncommon for small communities.  

 

 

Unfinished Business 

a. Lee Items: Applications for Rezoning and Comp Plan Amendment 

i. Resolution 06-04-24-53 – Denying Comp Plan Amendment 

ii. Resolution 06-04-24-54 – Denying Proposed Ordinance Amendment 

 

City Planner Nash stated that this is a continuation of Mr. Lee’s request from the May 21, 2024, 

meeting where the Council asked 1) Mr. Lee for an extension of time to make decision on applications 

under MINN STAT. 15.99 and 2) Discuss with City Attorney whether conditions can be made specific 

to this property.  

 

City Planner Nash stated the resolutions that were in the packet need to have the dates updated within 

the resolutions.  

 

Discussion ensued regarding the process and timing of possible zoning ordinance amendments that 

could apply to this property, conditional use permit process, other uses for the property as it is 

currently zoned and if it were to be rezoned, the proposed plan for the request but that the property 

owner can utilize the property for any use permitted in the zoning district, and timeline for applicant to 

come back with this request.  

 

Mr. Lee stated he grew up in Hanover and started a lawn care business 19 years ago. Mr. Lee described 

his plan which would include a locking secure gate, lighting facing down, he would utilize one of the 

units for his business, the units would be set up for contractors to store their supplies, not for retail and 

all the parking would be in front of each service/garage door.  Mr. Lee stated this facility would help to 

solve the issue with Home Occupations in the city. Mr. Lee is looking to rezone to I-2 because it will 

save the majority of trees for a buffer.  

 

Concerns regarding the project were discussed and since Mr. Lee has not applied for a concept plan 

review, at this time we do not know if his proposed concept would meet zoning requirements and we 

cannot provide guidance for an ordinance amendment when there is no draft that has not been 

discussed with the Planning commission.  

 

Attorney Squires asked the applicant “Mr. Lee the applications that are before the council for a comp 

plan amendment and a rezoning, and that I understand that you are agreeing to waive the application of 

MN State Statute 15.99, the 60-day rule, indefinitely, as to these applications subject to your right to 



 

 

withdraw the waiver on 45 days written notice provided to the City. Is this agreeable to you?” Mr. Lee 

responded, “Yes.”  

 

A motion was made by Amery and seconded by Zgutowicz to table Resolution 06-04-24-53 – 

Denying Comp Plan Amendment. All in favor. Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Amery and seconded by Zgutowicz to table Resolution 06-04-24-53 – 

Denying Proposed Ordinance Amendment. All in favor. Motion carried.  

 

 

b. Schirmer Items: Applications for Rezoning, Comp Plan Amed., and Concept Plan 

i. Resolution 06-04-24-51 – Approving Comprehensive Plan Amendment 

ii. Adopting Ordinance 2024-02 – Amending Zoning Map 

 

Planner Nash gave an overview of the agenda packet. Planner Nash stated that since the May 21st 

meeting, the Developer has updated the concept plan predominantly to adjust lot sizes based on the 

discussion that occurred at the May 21st City Council meeting. Planner Nash stated the Planning 

Commission recommended that the plan include 80-foot-wide single-family lots that are in 

conformance with the R-1 performance standards in the zoning ordinance along with 55-foot-wide 

villa lots. Planner Nash has updated Resolution 06-04-24-51 Comp Plan Amendment and Resolution 

06-04-24-52 Ordinance 2024-02. 

 

Ms. Rogers is representing the applicant and explained the overall concept plan.  

 

Discussion ensued regarding the size of the lots, if the applicant has discussed with the City of Saint 

Michael regarding the plan, type of housing within the development and rezoning property for 

residential development versus commercial development.  

 

A motion was made by Zgutowicz and seconded by Dierberger to pass Resolution 06-04-24-51 – 

Approving Comprehensive Plan Amendment with the changes. All in favor. Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Zgutowicz and seconded by Dierberger to pass Resolution 06-04-24-52 - 

Ordinance Amendment 2024-02 – Amending Zoning Map with the recommended changes.  

 

Zgutowicz, Dierberger and Kauffman voted Aye. Amery voted nye. Motion carried. 

 

 

c. Resolution 06-04-24-55 – Approving Extension of Final Plat for Highlands/Vistas  

 

Administrator Nash stated the city previously approved the preliminary and final plat at the March 19, 

2024, City Council meeting. The Final Plat resolution required that the final plat and development 

agreement be recorded by June 17, 2024. The applicant has requested an extension of the application 

due to unanticipated circumstances; the seller of the property has been unable to close, and it is 

currently not known when they will be able to complete the sales transaction to the Developer.  

 



 

 

Council members inquired about where the applicant was in the property closing process. The 

applicant’s attorney, Ms. Rogers, stated that there are complications with the closing process, but the 

applicant is till moving forward.  

 

A motion was made by Amery and seconded by Dierberger to approve Resolution 06-04-24-55 

Extension of Final Plat for Highlands/Vistas through August 7, 2024. All in favor. Motion carried.  

 

 

Reports 

 

- Mayor Kauffman recognized the Hanover Fire Department.  

 

Motion to recognize with gratitude the heroic efforts of Hanover Fire Department members in 

responding to the incident on the Crow River on Sunday, June 2nd with specific recognition to 

Firefighter Ben Sanderson, Captain Ben Scherer, and Captain Adam Lange. 

 

Mayor Kauffman presented a sample of a Retired Reserve Firefighter Policy. He stated that Chief 

Malewicki would like to start this program in Hanover to open up availability for daytime hours.  

 

- J. Nash presented the joint powers update. Finance Manager/Accounting Specialist and 

Administrative Assistant application deadline closes on Friday. The County Road 19 

preconstruction meeting is scheduled for Wednesday June 5th.  

- Amery inquired about the cars for sale parked on the berm on County Road 19.  

- Dierberger asked if the trailers at the miller property are going to be in the way of the Highway 

19 project. 

- Zgutowicz stated that the zoo mobile event was a tremendous success.  

 

 

Adjournment 

A motion was made by Amery and seconded by Zgutowicz to adjourn the meeting at 9:15 p.m. 

All in favor. Motion carried.  

 

       APPROVED BY: 

 

       __________________________________ 

       Chris Kauffman, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

        

___________________________________ 

Jenny Peterson, City Clerk/Asst to the City Administrator 


