
CITY OF HANOVER 
CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION 

JUNE 21, 2016 – OFFICIAL MINUTES 
                    
Call to Order 
Mayor Kauffman called the Regular City Council Work Session Meeting of Tuesday, June 21, 2016 to order 
at 6:00 p.m.  Present were Mayor Chris Kauffman, Councilors John Vajda, Doug Hammerseng, Ken 
Warpula, and Jim Zajicek.  Also present were City Administrator Brian Hagen, Accountant/Deputy Clerk 
Elizabeth Lindrud, and Public Works Supervisor Scott Vogel.  Other guests present were Representative Eric 
Lucero and Dan Forsberg. 
 
Approval of Agenda 
Kauffman added Representative Eric Lucero to follow the Consent Agenda.   
MOTION by Kauffman to approve the agenda as amended, seconded by Hammerseng.  Motion carried 
unanimously.   
 
Consent Agenda 
Hagen explained the City is required to appoint election judges.  The resolution provided identifies a number 
of individuals who have stated they are willing to be a judge.  Hagen further explained additional judges may 
be needed, and this resolution provides him the authority to appoint additional as needed.  Hammerseng 
stated there was a typo on Res No 06-21-16-74. 
MOTION by Warpula to approve consent agenda, seconded by Hammerseng.   

a. Approve Minutes of June 7, 2016 City Council Meeting 
b. Approve Claims as Presented: 

 Claims   $  106,518.32 
 Payroll   $      8,005.58 
 P/R taxes & Exp $      3,208.37 
 Other Claims   $      1,437.00 
 Total Claims     $  119,169.27 

c. Res No 06-21-16-74 – Appointing 2016 Election Judges 
d. Res No 06-21-16-75 – Approving Annual Liquor License Renewal 

Motion carried unanimously.   
 
Legislative Update – Eric Lucero 
Representative Eric Lucero gave an update on the legislative session.  The transportation bill and the tax cut 
bill were not approved by Governor Dayton.  A bill was approved making veteran’s pensions tax free in 
Minnesota.  Lucero is continuing work on expanding the metro boundary for equity in education.  Kauffman 
inquired if Lucero could talk to Hennepin County in regards to the intersection of County Road 19 and 117.  
He stated that last Friday there was a near fatal collision at the intersection and a traffic light or roundabout is 
needed and Hennepin County wants the City to pay for any traffic control, however both roads are County 
roads. 
 
Continued Nuisance Abatement Hearing – 1367 Rolling Oaks Drive 
Hagen gave a history of the property.  The homeowner, Dan Forsberg, replaced a driveway and walkway and 
during construction the yard was dug up and turf was never reestablished.  The homeowner was notified last 
fall to establish turf or there would be an abatement hearing.  Turf was not established at that time, but since 
it was too late in the year to sod or plant grass seed, Council continued the hearing until spring.  Hagen stated 
that now that it is spring and turf still has not been established the City once again notified Mr. Forsberg of 
the continuation of the abatement hearing. 
 
Kauffman opened the Nuisance Abatement Hearing at 6:25 p.m.. 



 
Dan Forsberg addressed Council and gave a background on his property.  He stated that he dug out the turf 
on his property, since he had not been able to keep his grass growing since purchasing the property in 2003.  
He further explained that he has been adding black dirt to his yard and plans to seed it in September when the 
weather is cooler.  Kauffman stated it is obvious that Forsberg is making an effort to repair the yard.  Council 
discussed a deadline for grass to be established. 
 
Kauffman closed the Nuisance Abatement Hearing at 6:35 p.m.. 
 
MOTION by Zajicek to set August 31st, 2016 as a final date for the seed to be spread and grass to be 
growing, if the date is not met the City will install sod and pass the cost onto the homeowner, seconded by 
Hammerseng.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
10026 4th St. NE – Nuisance Issues 
Hagen explained that the house has been vacant for three years and around two years ago Vogel and a 
Wright County Sheriff went into the home during the winter to shut off the water after receiving calls from 
neighbors that the back yard was iced over.  It now appears that mold has grown throughout the house.  
Hagen stated that the City has been receiving more phone calls from residents recently about the home.   
 
Hagen stated that he discussed what the City’s options were with City Attorney Jay Squires.  The first option 
would follow the normal nuisance abatement process where the City sends a letter with a timeframe for the 
homeowner to fix the issue, if the issue is not resolved then an abatement hearing would be held.  The second 
option would be to bring the homeowner to court, all fees would be charged to the homeowner.  Hagen is 
unsure what would be required at this point in regards to cleanup, but it could mean as much as demolishing 
the home and back filling the basement.  Council discussed investigating who currently owns the home and 
is paying the property taxes and contacting them via certified mail and moving forward from there. 
 
General Fund Reserves Transfer to Capital 
Hagen stated that there is approximately $430,000 in General Fund reserves that can be transferred to Capital 
Funds.  He presented Council with a report outlining future capital expenses where the funds could be used.  
Council requested Hagen brings back a recommendation at the next meeting.  Hagen stated that for 2016 the 
City did levy $310,000 to capital funds directly; $30,000 to the Fire Department based on the Fire Contract 
and $222,500 to the street projects based on the CIP Funding Plan, leaving $57,500 remaining to allocated.  
Council directed Lindrud to allocate the remaining $57,500 for the 2016 capital levy to Facilities Capital 
Fund. 
 
Reports 
Vogel: 

• Stated that crack filling is done and cost around $10,000. 
• Stated that they will begin working on the pond at Cardinal Circle. 
• Stated that they will be fixing the manhole covers and gate valves that need to be raised or lowered. 
• Putting together quotes on the curbing and pea gravel for the park. 

Vajda: 
• Stated that at the last Harvest Festival meeting a group came and let them know they plan on 

protesting the removal of the trees during Harvest Festival.  He further inquired if it is possible to 
remove the trees prior to the Harvest Festival so that it does not disrupt the event.  Hagen explained 
that the timing was set by Youth Ball so that they could continue to use the field for the current 
season.  Kauffman stated a meeting needs to be set up with Hanover Athletic Association and Youth 
Ball to start the planning construction and it can be discussed then. 

 



Zajicek: 
• Concert in the Park was well attended, with roughly 250 people in attendance. 

Hammerseng: 
• Requested on update on the purchase agreement with Jim Stewart.  Hagen stated Stewart is working 

with the civil engineer and earnest money has been sent in and the purchase agreement has been 
signed. 

• Requested an update on the Greenhouse project closing date.  Hagen stated that the closing is set for 
June 30th and they would like to start dirt work July 1st.  

Warpula: 
• Inquired if Council will see a plan for the historic bridge approaches and that he would like them to 

look nice, similar to what would be found in a park.  Vogel stated that the approaches would be 
concrete and he is also looking into a gate system with the ballards. 

• Inquired on the status of the paint color for the bridge.  Vogel stated he has reached out to the 
Historical Society for their input and has contact information for the Eagle Scouts to paint he inside 
boards and public works will paint the outside boards. 

Lindrud: 
• Compiling information and prices for Comp Plan discussion at the next Park Board meeting. 

Hagen: 
• The deadline to send Amy revisions to the newsletter is noon Thursday. 

Kauffman 
• Requested that the Friday updates continue to be sent. 

 
Adjournment 
MOTION by Vajda to adjourn at 8:06 p.m., seconded by Warpula.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
 
 
       APPROVED BY: 
 
 
       _________________________________________ 
       Chris Kauffman, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
Brian Hagen, City Administrator 


