
CITY OF HANOVER 
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

JUNE 26, 2023 
OFFICIAL MINUTES 

Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance 
Stan Kolasa called the June 26, 2023, Planning Commission Meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  Members present 
were Stan Kolasa, Jim Schendel, Dean Kuitunen, Gretchen Barrett, and John Ganfield.  Also present City 
Planner Cindy Nash, Council Liaison Alternate MaryAnn Hallstein and Administrative Assistant Amy 
Biren.  Council Liaison Mike Amery was absent.  Guests present were David Boily, Matt Schnell, and 
Steve Zegar. 

Approval of Agenda 
MOTION by Schendel to approve the amended agenda, seconded by Kuitunen.  
Motion carried unanimously. 

Approval of Minutes from the May 22, 2023, Regular Meeting 
MOTION by Schendel to approve the May 22, 2023, minutes, seconded by Kuitunen. 
Motion carried unanimously. 

Citizen’s Forum 
None 

Public Hearing 
Variance and Site Plan at 11010 Lamont Avenue NE 

Kolasa closed the Planning Commission meeting and opened the Public Hearing at 7:02 pm. 

Nash stated that the variance and site plan for 11010 Lamont Avenue in the Industrial Park is for an existing 
building and the applicant is proposing an addition to the building and additional parking.  The existing 
building is situated close to the property line and the addition would infringe on the set back to the property 
line.  The applicant is asking for a variance to the property setback in order to continue the line of the 
building and not impact workflow within the building.  The property setback would be reduced to 9.8 feet.  
Staff is recommending approval of the variance and the site plan. 

Schendel stated that it looked good. 

There were no questions for the applicant and no one in the audience wished to speak. 

Kolasa closed the Public Hearing and re-opened the Planning Commission at 7:05 pm. 

MOTION by Kuitunen to recommend approval of the reduction of the property setback to 9.8 feet and 
forward it to the City Council, seconded by Barrett. 
Motion carried unanimously. 

MOTION by Kuitunen to recommend approval and move the site plan at 11010 Lamont Avenue NE 
forward to the City Council, seconded by Barrett. 
Motion carried unanimously. 



Public Hearing 
 Conditional Use Permit at 259 Jandel Avenue NE 
 
Kolasa closed the Planning Commission meeting and opened the Public Hearing at 7:06 pm. 
 
Nash explained the conditional use permit (CUP) request at 259 Jandel Avenue NE is for the construction 
of an accessory building with square footage larger than the home.  The proposed building would be located 
west of the existing accessory building. 
 
Nash said that staff was unable to complete the review as updated items, including a survey, were still 
needed.  She is recommending holding the Public Hearing to receive public comment, but to table the item 
until the additional information is received and reviewed.  In addition, the applicant has a home business in 
the existing accessory building and the City does not have record of it, so research is needed and there may 
be an additional item related to home occupations at the next meeting in conjunction with the CUP. 
 
Nash read an email received from Bryan Zegar, 219 Jandel Avenue NE, expressed concern about another 
building being constructed.  A copy of the email is attached to the minutes. 
 
Barrett asked for confirmation that the Planning Commission was not making the decision today.  Nash 
said that was correct and that only public comment was taking place. 
 
Kuitunen asked if the septic mound on the survey is the current site or the secondary site.  Matt Schnell, 
applicant, stated that it is the current septic site and pointed out the location of the secondary site.  Nash 
added that the existing accessory building is not connected to the primary septic system, but has a holding 
tank instead. 
 
Schnell stated that he does not have a train car on the property as stated in the email. 
 
Hallstein asked for confirmation that the setback from the property line 58 feet and would meet the setback 
requirement.  Nash confirmed that it did. 
 
Barrett asked if the requirement in the ordinance included all the accessory buildings.  Nash responded that 
the accessory building ordinance includes all accessory buildings on the property and the total square 
footage can equal the square footage of the home, above grade.  The square footage of the house is based 
on the information from Wright County.  Barrett followed up with the question that the CUP is for the new 
accessory building.  Schnell said that most of the small buildings would be removed to lessen the total 
square footage of accessory buildings. 
 
Ganfield asked if there would be a variance application for an interim use permit related to home 
occupations coming to next month’s meeting.  Nash said yes.  Ganfield stated that one of the conditions for 
a home occupation interim use permit was having access to a county road.  Nash responded saying that she 
needed to make sure and research the ordinance. 
 
Steve Zegar, 6394 Manchester, Avenue NE, Otsego, introduced himself as the father of Bryan and that 
Bryan has purchased the house at 219 Jandel.  He asked if there are any restrictions on the number of 
accessory buildings that can be on a property or the square footage of the buildings.  Nash said that there 
are not restrictions regarding the number of buildings, just the total square footage of the combined 
buildings.  Zegar said that there are covenances for this development.  Nash responded that the City does 
not enforce the restrictions of private convenances. 
 



Schendel asked if little sheds counted toward the square footage of the accessory building limits.  Nash said 
that the small sheds do count towards the square footage, but that some were being removed. 
 
Schnell explained that he needs space to store his personal belongings and an addition to the garage is not 
possible.   
 
Kolasa closed the Public Hearing and re-opened the Planning Commission meeting at 7:20 pm. 
 
MOTION by Schendel to table the conditional use permit application at 259 Jandel Avenue NE, seconded 
by Kuitunen. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Unfinished Business 
 None 
 
New Business 
 None 
 
Reports and Announcements 
 Nash stated the Rivers Edge Fourth Addition will start construction soon as will the Sunram 
development. 
 Schendel said he realized that Planning Commission does not have anything to do with the police 
protection in Hanover, and would go to Council, but with the recent criminal activity in the Industrial Park, 
he feels the hours need to be increased.  He also mentioned the amount of additional people in the Industrial 
Park during the Hanover Harvest Festival for parade line up is worrisome.  Hallstein said that the Wright 
County Sheriff’s department is looking at increasing the hours spend in Hanover. 
 Kuitunen expressed concern about the fence located at the east end of 5th Street and River Road.  
The fence is in the visibility triangle and with the new development across the street, it is dangerous trying 
to make a turn.  Board members agreed that the fence was in place prior to the reconstruction of 5th Street 
and that the street had been raised during that process.  Nash said she would look into the situation. 
 Hallstein said that there will be a brainstorming session for the Minnesota Design Team on 
Wednesday in preparation for the public sessions being held in September.  She informed the Board 
members that an additional staff person will be added to the office and that they were continuing their 
search for a maintenance worker.  The Board asked who was left in Public Works.  Biren stated that the 
seasonal worker had returned to a previous job and that JR Ramthun was out on sick leave, leaving only 
Jason Doboszenski. 
 
Adjournment 
MOTION by Schendel to adjourn, seconded by Ganfield.   
Motion carried unanimously.  
Meeting adjourned at 7:31 pm. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
      
Amy L. Biren 
Administrative Assistant 

 
 


