
CITY OF HANOVER 
CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION MEETING 

JULY 19, 2022 
 
Call to Order: 
Mayor Chris Kauffman called the work session meeting of Tuesday, July 19, 2022, to order at 7:00 p.m. 
Present were Mayor Chris Kauffman, Councilors Jim Zajicek, Thomas Dierberger, and Mike Amery. 
Also present were City Administrator Jennifer Nash and City Engineer Justin Messner. Absent was 
MaryAnn Hallstein. Also present were Chuck Rickart of WSB Engineering and resident Ben Brandhorst.  
 
Approval of Agenda: 
MOTION by Dierberger to approve the agenda, seconded by Amery. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Consent Agenda: 
Amery requested the park board appointment be moved to the regular agenda to hear from applicant Ben 
Brandhorst.  He also requested the absentee ballot board appointment be moved to the regular agenda 
for some discussion.  
 
MOTION by Dierberger to approve the consent agenda as amended, seconded by Amery. 

a. Approve Minutes of July 5, 2022 City Council Work Session Meeting 
b. Approve Claims as Presented: 

 Claims  $     327,247.77 
 Payroll   $       44,255.30 
 P/R taxes & Exp $       10,035.55 
 Other Claims  $         2,894.39 
 Total Claims         $      384,427.01 

c. Resolution 07-19-22-65 – Approving Memorial Bench Donation for Gek Kottke 
d. Resolution 07-19-22-66 – Approving Pay Voucher #1 for 2022 Pavement Project 
e. Resolution 07-19-22-68 – Approving Temp Liquor License for Hanover Athletic 
f. Resolution 07-19-22-69 – Approving Purchase of Replacement Dryer at Fire Station 
g. Resolution 07-19-22-70 – Approving Ready Watt Severe Weather Siren Maintenance 

Motion carried unanimously. 
 

 
Resolution 07-19-22-71 – Appointing Ben Brandhorst to Hanover Park Board 

 
Resident Ben Brandhorst introduced himself to the Council.  He shared his history including military 
service and previous communities he has resided as well as his current employment in IT services for 
the State DNR system.  He is relatively new to Hanover but applied to serve on the Park Board to be of 
service where he can and due to his interests in outdoor spaces. 
 
Amery noted Brandhorst has met with current Park Board members and they are pleased to see his 
interest in serving. 
 
MOTION by Amery to approve Resolution 07-19-22-71 – Appointing Ben Brandhorst to Hanover Park 
Board, seconded by Dierberger. Motion carried unanimously. 
 



Discussion – Speed Limit and Street Sign Policy Development 
City Engineer Justin Messner introduced Chuck Rickart who is a traffic engineer with WSB Engineering.  
Rickart presented information on laws associated with setting speed limits within cities for different 
types of roadways.  A law recently changed that now gives cities more discretion to their own speed 
limits under established policies for residential streets that qualify without needing to complete speed 
studies for individual areas.  Speed studies are still needed for roads that are not purely residential streets 
interior to a neighborhood and for arterial and collector roadways for example. 
 
Kauffman inquired how current speed limits in the community would have been set.  Rickart noted that 
30 mph is a standard for some roadways and 55 mph is for others, so limits that are posted at speeds 
other than those would have been established following completion of a speed study. 
 
Amery asked how Council would approach a request to lower the speed limit on River Road north of 8th 
Street and south of 15th.  Rickart noted this street is a collector, so a speed study is required. 
 
Messner noted he can put together a proposal for Council consideration for WSB to draft a speed limit 
policy for Hanover.   
 
Resolution 07-19-22-67 – Approving 2022 Absentee Ballot Board 
Amery inquired about the process for selecting members of the absentee ballot board.  He referenced a 
recent legal case regarding makeup of this board and suggested the City reach out to election judges on 
lists supplied by political parties to offer membership on the board to them.  Nash noted one of the 
political parties supplied a list in time for election judge recruitment and one of the residents from that 
list signed up to be an election judge for the Primary.  Additional training and confirmation of availability 
to serve regularly at times the board meets to review absentee materials would be required if election 
judges other than those familiar with absentee voting administration are to serve on this board.   
 
Nash stated she will check with County election officials for additional information on the recent case 
and receive their guidance on whether adjustments to the board should occur prior to the general election 
absentee administration timeframe.   
 
MOTION by Amery to approve Resolution 07-19-22-67 – Approving 2022 Absentee Ballot Board, 
seconded by Dierberger. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Update – County Sheriff’s Liquor Compliance Checks 
Nash noted that Wright County has provided additional information on liquor compliance checks for 
City of Hanover licensed establishments.  She also shared with Council the section of the City’s 
ordinances associated with liquor compliance checks.  Council consensus was to ask staff to review 
ordinances from area communities and bring back examples and suggestions for improvements. 
 
 
Reports  
Amery 

• Attended the Hanover Historical Society’s ice cream social event which was well attended and 
other events in the community 
 



Messner 
• Noted that WSB will be at Harvest Festival with information about design work for County 19 

 
Dierberger 

• Joint Powers Water Board  
• St. Michael has a project on 19 starting soon 

 
Zajicek 

• Observed some unsafe motorcycle activity in front of Big Bore with someone doing wheelies.  
Thursdays attract motorcycles to this area.  Amery suggested perhaps the County sheriff could 
be asked to increase patrol in the area on Thursdays. 

• Asked staff to follow up on installation of speed limit signs on 15th St.  Nash stated she will work 
on this. 

Kauffman 
• Requested staff resend the personnel policy to Council members. 

 
Adjournment 
MOTION by Amery to adjourn at 8:14 p.m., seconded by Dierberger. Motion carried unanimously. 
        

APPROVED BY: 
 
       __________________________________ 
       Chris Kauffman, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
        
___________________________________ 
Jennifer Nash, City Administrator 


