
CITY OF HANOVER 
CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION MEETING 

AUGUST 16, 2022 
 
Call to Order: 
Mayor Chris Kauffman called the work session meeting of Tuesday, August 16, 2022, to order at 7:00 
p.m. Present were Mayor Chris Kauffman, Councilors Jim Zajicek, MaryAnn Hallstein, Thomas 
Dierberger, and Mike Amery. Also present were City Administrator Jennifer Nash, Wright County 
Sheriff’s Deputy Josh Cassidy, Tom Gonyea, Carla Dunham and Ryan Dussik.  
 
Approval of Agenda: 
Administrator Nash noted an updated Resolution 08-16-22-75 has been provided to reflect an additional 
donation from Hanover Lions for the fire department and a correction to the veterans organization who 
donated flags to the City.  MOTION by Hallstein to approve the agenda, seconded by Dierberger. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Consent Agenda: 
Amery requested the resolution for purchasing a floor scrubber for the community hall be moved to the 
regular agenda.  
 
MOTION by Amery to approve the consent agenda as amended, seconded by Hallstein. 

a. Approve Minutes of August 4, 2022 City Council Work Session Meeting 
b. Approve Claims as Presented: 

 Claims  $     203,125.18 
 Payroll   $       11,385.93 
 P/R taxes & Exp $         4,371.55 
 Other Claims  $         2,894.39 
 Total Claims         $      221,777.05 

c. Resolution 08-16-22-75 – Accepting Donations from Elk River-Rogers Legion and 
Hanover Lions 

Motion carried unanimously. 
 

 
Resolution 08-16-22-74 – Approving Purchase of Floor Scrubber for Hall 

 
Amery inquired as to the anticipated use, storage of the floor scrubber being proposed as well as whether 
the expense fits in the City’s budget.  Nash noted the scrubber is a smaller walk-behind model that 
replaces a prior scrubber stored for use at the city hall building.  The scrubber will be more efficient and 
produce better results than the mopping by hand that has been occurring since the old scrubber broke 
down years ago.  The City contracts with a cleaning company for regular cleanings and special cleanings 
between renters of the hall facility, and the contracted cleaner would be trained to use the machine.  Nash 
noted the City has been careful about purchasing and has available equipment replacement budget to 
cover the expense of the scrubber. 
 
MOTION by Zajicek to approve Resolution 08-16-22-74 – Approving Purchase of Floor Scrubber for 
Hall, seconded by Dierberger. Motion carried unanimously. 
 



Concept Plan Update – Estate Development/Centra Homes 
Nash introduced developers Tom Gonyea from Estate Development and Carla Dunham from Centra 
Homes and noted the developer’s request to present an updated concept for Council feedback.  Gonyea 
and Dunham explained updates made to the concept to add a park to the proposal and change road layouts 
and some lot orientations to respond to feedback received during Planning Commission and Council 
meetings earlier this summer. 
 
Hallstein asked if there would be path proposed from the existing Esterly Oaks neighborhood to the 
proposed park on the north end of the proposed new subdivision.  Gonyea responded that a sidewalk 
would be incorporated, and sidewalks would also be included within the subdivision on one side as 
required by City standards.  Hallstein suggested a flashing pedestrian crossing at the intersection of 11th 
St and River Road may be a good idea.   
 
Amery asked for explanation from the developers of details within the concept provided.  Gonyea 
reviewed protected wetland areas, stormwater ponding areas as well as the proposed storage, industrial 
and parking area for the Historical Society. 
 
Council members discussed lot and road layouts including their thoughts on anticipated traffic flow for 
residents that would live in the new subdivision.  Amery noted the road connection from this area up to 
12th St has always been planned through the existing outlot, but it would be great if a way could be found 
to encourage drivers to go east on 12th to River Road instead of proceeding north onto Esterly Oaks drive 
through the existing neighborhood.  Overall, comments from members acknowledged a preference of 
the updated road and lot layout versus the prior concept.  Dierberger stated he appreciated the flipping 
of the culdesac proposed on the northwest side as the rear lots that would back up to the existing Esterly 
Oaks lots would be wider than the prior concept. 
 
Council members discussed the home designs being proposed.  Dunham noted Centra Homes would be 
proposing homes that would match with the comprehensive plan designation for the property and zoning 
standards.  The zoning would permit a much higher density of residential units including apartments on 
the property, but Centra Homes believes the detached single-family homes they are proposing will work 
well here and be attractive especially to young families who would like to purchase in Hanover.  She 
referred to images of a neighborhood in Coon Rapids called Port Riverwalk that would be similar to that 
proposed in Hanover, however Hanover’s lots would be a little larger and setbacks between homes would 
be a little wider than the Coon Rapids example proposed in Council’s materials. 
 
Zajicek inquired if there were any slab on grade homes proposed for this neighborhood.  Dunham 
responded that basements are currently proposed with these lots, however the builder may be able to 
work with a prospective buyer if they are interested in slab on grade for lots where this may be possible.    
Zajicek also inquired how many lots would have room for three-stall garages.  Dunham noted most lots 
would have that option available. 
 
Kauffman requested the developer include some variation in styles of homes fronts.  He also referred to 
the developers comment about new home styles being designed specifically for Hanover and asked what 
items were going to be unique for Hanover.  Dunham noted their company felt this neighborhood was 
likely to attract young families and the layout of the homes are being designed to fit well on these lots 
and for their anticipated customers. 



 
Hallstein noted residents prefer Centra Homes/Estate Development’s proposal for single-family 
detached homes rather than the possibility of apartments at this location.  She would like pedestrian 
safety to be an important consideration. 
 
Gonyea and Dunham thanked Council for their feedback.  They noted they would be working on 
submittals and plan to apply within the next couple of months for public hearing at Planning Commission 
for a proposed preliminary plat. 
 
Reports  
Nash 

• Candidate filing for the two council seats on the November ballot closed at 5pm today.  Three 
candidates have filed – Jim Zajicek, Mike Amery and Greg Zgutowicz.  Candidates have until 
Thursday at 5pm to withdraw their candidacy and the names on the ballot will be final after that. 

• Relayed comp time and overtime earned by staff over Harvest Festival weekend as previously 
requested by Council.  64.5 hours were worked over the 40 hour work week over that weekend 
resulting in 96.75 hours of comp and/or overtime for public works staff.  One office staff member 
also worked 5 hours that Saturday for the required absentee voting opportunity for the primary 
election which resulted in 7.5 hours of comp time earned. 
 

Kauffman 
• Heard about a pickleball court being constructed in St. Michael for an affordable price.  He has 

asked St. Michael to provide more information in case this could work for Hanover also for the 
courts currently being planned. 

• Noted key cards being programmed by staff for Allina’s access to the City’s fire station.  He 
would like staff to look into whether there may be a possibility in the future of Allina having an 
ambulance stationed in Hanover.   

 
Amery 

• Requested a Council discussion be coordinated to discuss how the City plans to utilize American 
Rescue Plan funds 

 
Dierberger 

• Noted costs for the City’s partnership with St. Michael on a shared compost site location are 
going up.  Nash noted St. Michael has reviewed their full costs and proposed a proportional share 
for Hanover based on population.  Staff can look into whether there may be other options 
available, or can plan to reflect the increase cost in the upcoming preliminary budget draft for 
2023.  Council consensus was to show the cost in the next budget draft. 

 
Hallstein 

• EDA’s annual business social is coming up on Monday, September 18th from 4-6pm at Big Bore.  
Staff is preparing a presentation, WSB will be there to discuss draft design for the 19 project, and 
she will be working on purchasing door prizes from area businesses.  The EDA’s remaining Yetis 
will also be available for the first 40 attendees. 

 
 



Adjournment 
MOTION by Amery to adjourn at 8:12 p.m., seconded by Hallstein. Motion carried unanimously. 
        

APPROVED BY: 
 
       __________________________________ 
       Chris Kauffman, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
        
___________________________________ 
Jennifer Nash, City Administrator 


