
CITY OF HANOVER 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

SEPTEMBER 21, 2021 – OFFICIAL MINUTES 

 

Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance: 

Mayor Chris Kauffman called the regular meeting of Tuesday, September 21, 2021, to order at 7:00 p.m.  

Present were Mayor Kauffman, Councilors Ken Warpula, Jim Zajicek and MaryAnn Hallstein. Also 

present were City Administrator Brian Hagen and City Engineer Nick Preisler.  Guests included Dean 

Eckert from Hanover Lions, Jodi Tappe from River Inn, George Fantauzza River Inn’s Architect, Lisa 

Barthel Deluge and Trisha Gordan. Absent was Tom Dierberger. 

 

Approval of Agenda: 

Hagen recommended identified amended claims to add $43,928.56 bring the total claims amount to 

$139,921.85.  Hagen further recommended adding Res No 09-21-21-74, 09-21-21-75, 09-21-21-76 and 

09-21-21-77 to consent.  Warpula requested a discussion related to parking regulations.  Kauffman 

recognized guests present seeking to address the Council and recommended them following the Consent 

Agenda. 

MOTION by Warpula to approve the agenda as amended, seconded by Zajicek.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

Consent Agenda: 

Kauffman thanked the Hanover Lions for the continued support of the City with their two donations. 

MOTION by Warpula to approve the consent agenda as amended, seconded by Hallstein. 

a. Approve Minutes of September 7, 2021 City Council Meeting 

b. Approve Claims as Presented: 

➢ Claims  $ 122,516.36 

➢ Payroll   $   10,768.09 

➢ P/R taxes & Exp $     3,954.87 

➢ Other Claims  $     2,682.53 

➢ Total Claims    $ 139,921.85 

c. Res No 09-21-21-73 – Approving Hanover FRA Excluded Bingo Permit 

d. Res No 09-21-21-74 – Approving Rental Dwelling Licenses 

e. Res No 09-21-21-75 – Accepting Donation from Hanover Lions 

f. Res No 09-21-21-76 – Accepting Donation from Hanover Lions 

g. Res No 09-21-21-77 – Approving Temporary Liquor License for the Hanover Lions 

Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Lisa Bartel Deluge 

Explained to Council that a relative, Gerald Barthel has been buried at the Hanover Cemetery.  Hanover 

Policies do not allow for rocks to be utilized as headstones, however, there are other family members 

buried in the same cemetery with rock headstones.  Lisa further explained that the have relatives who are 

in the business of making grave markers out of rock.  Lisa requested Council’s permission to install a rock 

grave marker for Gerald Barthel. 

MOTION by Hallstein to allow Gerald Barthel a rock grave marker, seconded by Warpula.  Motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

River Inn Patio Plan Discussion 

Tappe and Fantauzza provided an update to Council on the River Inn’s building and patio expansion.  

Tappe referenced the costs associated with constructing additional parking stalls offsite and expressed an 



opinion they should not be responsible for paying those costs if they were to remain public parking.  Tappe 

further claimed the River Inn has not increased seat counts from their pre-COVID seat count.  Fantauzza 

explained the current plan showing the addition of bathrooms within a building expansion.  Fantauzza 

further requested approval to begin construction of the expansion with a plan to formalize the patio 

expansion later.  Hagen noted that a site plan for the building expansion could be reviewed, but questioned 

whether River Inn would want to incur those expansion costs without formal approval of the patio 

expansion.  Tappe expressed concern about moving forward with just the building at this point. 

 

Discussion continued related the need to address the parking requirements.  Hallstein referenced that the 

plan shown reduces parking stalls available, while expanding potential customer capacity.  Kauffman and 

Warpula agreed that parking needs to be addressed within the River Inn’s plan as there are limited options 

available downtown.  Zajicek expressed support for River Inn receiving approval on the expansion without 

addressing additional parking spaces. 

 

Council did recognize that the River Inn is preparing plans for formal review by the City.  They further 

inquired about Big Bore BBQ.  Hagen noted that Big Bore needed a wetland delineation due to their 

proximity to a wetland area and believed that was in progress. 

MOTION by Warpula to extend the site plan submittal deadline to November 19, 2021 and to allow 

continued operation of the temporary patios.  Furthermore, if site plans are not submitted by the previously 

state date, the patios shall cease operations December 1, 2021, seconded by Zajicek.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

Trish Gordan 

Trisha indicated she lives in a rental unit in Hanover.  The site is currently under review by the City for a 

multi-family rental license.  Trisha indicated she is moving out of the premise, however, wanted to inform 

the Council of the living conditions.  The landlord has been allowing approximately 12 individuals to live 

in one of the units of the structure.  They have mattress in all areas of the unit.  Furthermore, individuals 

are also living in a camper on the premise. 

 

Councilor Warpula excused himself from the meeting at 8:53 pm due to an urgent fire call. 

 

Council was concerned about the information provided.  Hagen explained that the property is under review 

for a multi-family rental license, however, it falls within a zoning district that does not allow multi-family 

housing.  The site was issued single-family rental licenses in the past.  Building permits were not pulled 

to renovate the home to a multi-unit structure. 

 

Council directed Hagen to have the City Attorney to investigate the property to determine any recourse 

the City has against the current operations. 

 

Res No 09-07-21-70 – Approving WSB Proposal for CSAH 19 Improvement Project 

Preisler outlined the updated memo in the packet.  He explained potential funding sources the City would 

apply for.  He further stated that Wright County has expressed their willingness to support those 

applications.  Preisler explained the proposal and the various phases of the project.  He noted that the 

proposal includes three designs to be created for Council consideration.  These designs would be prepared 

based on feedback from Council, residents, business owners and staff.  By completing phase 1 of the 

project, the City would be in a position to apply for outside funding.  Preisler lastly explained that there 

are points of the project where either the City or the County could choose to stop moving forward.   

MOTION by Kauffman to approve Res No 09-07-21-70, seconded by Hallstein.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 



 

Res No 09-21-21-71 – Approving Sale of Fire Engine 

Hagen noted there is no need for a third fire engine since taking delivery of the new one in June.  Staff 

would research used engines similar to this and list the engine for sale. 

MOTION by Hallstein to approve Res No 09-21-21-71, seconded by Zajicek. Motion caried 

unanimously. 

 

Res No 09-21-21-72 – Approving Fire Department Medical Services Contract 

Hagen noted this is a renewal of an existing contract. 

MOTION by Hallstein to approve Res No 09-21-21-72, seconded by Zajicek. Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

Parking Regulations 

Hallstein noted that the EDA has also expressed a desire to review the regulations and make a 

recommendation on potential changes. 

 

Reports  

Hallstein 

• Noted the concert in the park was a good event. 

Zajicek 

• Inquired on an update related to the Kottke IUP violations.  Hagen stated that Council was planning 

to reach out to Brian Kottke as conversations have ceased between him and staff.  Hagen noted 

that the next formal steps would be to file a court order to gain access to the site. 

Kauffman 

• Attended a redistricting meeting.  He shared that Hanover does not want to be included with 

Hennepin County again. 

 

Adjournment 

MOTION by Hallstein to adjourn at 10:08 p.m., seconded by Zajicek.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

       APPROVED BY: 

 

       __________________________________ 

       Chris Kauffman, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

        

___________________________________ 

Brian Hagen, City Administrator 

 


