
CITY OF HANOVER 
CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION MEETING 

OCTOBER 15, 2024 
 
Call to Order: 
Mayor Chris Kauffman called the Council Work Session Meeting of Tuesday, October 15, 2024 to order at 
7:00 p.m.  Present were Mayor Chris Kauffman, Council Members Mike Amery, MaryAnn Hallstein and 
Greg Zgutowicz. Absent was Tom Dierberger.  Also present were City Administrator Jennifer Nash and 
Wright County Commissioner Nadine Schoen.   
 
Approval of Agenda: 
Mayor Kauffman requested an item be added to the agenda to discuss cannabis policies and another inviting 
County Commissioner Schoen to speak to the Council.  A motion was made by Amery and seconded by 
Zgutowicz to approve the agenda as amended.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
Consent Agenda: 
A motion was made by Amery and seconded by Zgutowicz to approve the consent agenda items.   

a. Approve Minutes of October 1, 2024 City Council Meeting 
b. Approve Claims as Presented:  

 Claims  $     824,754.04 
 Payroll   $       12,730.04 
 P/R taxes & Exp. $         4,941.81 
 Other Claims  $         3,536.82 
 Total Claims     $     845,963.30 

c. Resolution 10-15-24-90 – Approving CSAH 19 Pay Voucher #2 
d. Resolution 10-15-24-91 – Approving FRA Gambling Permit for Poultry Social 
e. Resolution 10-15-24-92 – Approving Purchase of De-Icer Equipment 
f. Resolution 10-15-24-93 – Accepting Donation for Fire Department 

 
All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
Wright County Commissioner Nadine Schoen 
Commissioner Schoen updated Council on some items the County has been working on: 

- County 35 project in St. Michael is nearing completion; the Highway 25 intersection by the 
Wright County campus in Buffalo is now reopened after removal of the stoplight and installation 
of a roundabout. 

- Recent presentation from Greater MSP with Wright County Economic Development Partnership – 
discussed ways Wright County can prepare for development inquiries and attract certain 
businesses 

- County preliminary levy was approved with a 5.7% overall increase 
- Commissioners have chosen to freeze their compensation 

 
Personnel Policy Updates 
Administrator Nash handed out proposed Personnel Policy language updates drafted with assistance from 
the City Attorney.  Most of the language changes relate to the Earned Sick and Safe Time recent State law 
change which the City is required to comply with.  Other updates included reduction of maximum comp 
time accruals to match Council’s requested direction, additional of extra holiday pay for public works staff 
in the event they are required to come in to plow on Christmas or Thanksgiving, annual accrued vacation 



payout and addition of shift differential pay for early morning hours for plowing.  This language has all 
been reviewed by the Personnel Committee.   
 
A motion was made by Amery and seconded by Zgutowicz to approve changes to the City’s Personnel 
Policy as described and provided in redline version.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
Cannabis 
 
Mayor Kauffman stated he would like for the City’s regulations for cannabis products to include as wide of 
buffers as possible, and for the fees required to register cannabis businesses in town to be high.  He 
expressed concern about products affecting public health and promoting increased crime.  Council members 
discussed possible definitions for schools, public park amenities and daycares that would capture more 
types of facilities that should have buffers around them.  Discussions included trails, greenspaces, 
homeschools and in-home daycare facilities.  Administrator Nash noted there are maximum buffer distances 
written into the State law that the planner has been working with when bringing zoning discussion to the 
September Planning Commission meeting.  She also noted that both Wright and Hennepin Counties as still 
in the process of writing their draft ordinances, so questions remain about how these county regulations 
with affect enforcement, registration, zoning and compliance items.  Commissioner Schoen noted there is 
a work group currently discussing possible language in Wright County.   
 
Council members requested staff work to create maps showing impacts of maximum buffers permitted in 
State law.  Zgutowicz also asked staff to research further how the distinctions in State law between lower 
potency hemp-derived products and cannabis products may affect options for the various types of products, 
use types and registrations in State law.  Nash noted she will work on the maps requested and relay questions 
and comments back to the planner and attorney working on draft zoning language. 
 
Park Board Appointment 
Mayor Kauffman indicated an application has been received from a resident interested in filling one of the 
vacancies on the Park Board.  Nash noted the resident’s name is Melissa Sullivan and she lives on the 
Hennepin County side of the community.  A motion was made by Amery and seconded by Zgutowicz 
to appoint Melissa Sullivan to the Park Board to the longest open term available.  All in favor.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Reports 
Nash  

- Noted attempts by Veit Company and City staff to find a party interested in moving the yellow 
house on CSAH 19 next to the River Road intersection off of the property have come up empty-
handed.  The building is two-stories, so building movers and folks with available nearby lots have 
not been interested due to the cost to move the structure.  The road contractor Veit Company that 
currently owns the building has been allowing folks interested in taking items out of the building to 
do so such as woodworking and other home features.  Veit has indicated they would like to remove 
the building as soon as possible to make the property available for staging next year’s phase of the 
CSAH 19 road project and allow for utility relocations to continue this season.  They plan to knock 
the building down and haul away, but have received interest from the Hanover Fire Department in 
using the building for live-burn practice.  Nash noted she wanted to check with Council on their 
interest in permitting the burning.  Council members discussed benefits of the practice that live 
burns gives our first responders.  The consensus of Council was to authorize the burn by Hanover 
Fire Department and request notice of the date and time so that Council members may observe.  



Nash noted she will relay that message and check with the adjacent elementary school building 
regarding any timing and/or notice requests to prevent smoke from getting into the school. 
  

Amery 
- Requested an update to the plow priority map recently provided.  This correction making Kayla a 

priority over Kaitlin was acknowledged by other council members present, and staff will instruct 
the change be made. 
 

Adjournment 
A motion was made by Zgutowicz and seconded by Hallstein to adjourn at 8:59 p.m.  All in favor.  Motion 
carried.        

APPROVED BY: 
 
       __________________________________ 
       Chris Kauffman, Mayor 
ATTEST:   
 
___________________________________ 
Jennifer Nash, City Administrator 


