
CITY OF HANOVER 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

DECEMBER 5, 2023  
 
 
Call to Order: 
Mayor Chris Kauffman called the Council Meeting of Tuesday, December 5, 2023, to order at 7:00 p.m. 
Present were Mayor Chris Kaufman, Council Members Thomas Dierberger, MaryAnn Hallstein, and 
Greg Zgutowicz. Absent Council Member Mike Amery. Also, present was City Administrator Jennifer 
Nash and City Clerk/Assistant to City Administrator Jenny Peterson, John Seifert, General Manager 
Veolia, Jen Edison, City Engineer, and Andrew Plowman, WSB, Wright County Deputy Emmitt 
Kotaska, Rob Pruess, and Nick Raisanen 
 
Approval of Agenda: 
 
Council Agenda Changes 
 

• 3d – Addition to Consent Agenda – Resolution 12-05-23-104: 
Applications and inspections for multi-family rental licenses have now been received, and the 
staff has provided the attached resolution approving the licenses. These are the same units that 
have been in place for several years. 
 

 
A motion was made by Hallstein and seconded by Dierberger to approve the agenda as amended. 
All in favor. Motion carried. 
 
Consent Agenda: 
A motion was made by Hallstein and seconded by Dierberger to approve the consent agenda as 
amended. 
 

a. Approve Minutes of November 21, 2023, City Council Meeting  
b. Approve Claims as Presented:  

 Claims  $     125,968.88 
 Payroll   $       10,007.76 
 P/R taxes & Exp. $         3,955.35 
 Other Claims  $         2,956.98 
 Total Claims     $     142,888.97 

c. Resolution 12-05-23-103 – Accepting Partial Improvements for River Landing  
d. Addition to Consent Agenda – Resolution 12-05-23-104 Multi-family Rental Licenses 

 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Citizen’s Forum 
Nick Raisanen, 179 Jandel Ave, inquired as to know how the tax rate works, why the taxes are going 
up in the City of Hanover and why the tax rate is higher than other communities in Wright County.  



Mayor Kauffman noted the Truth in Taxation hearing will explain the City’s budget and tax rate, and 
he also noted the rate is proposed to decrease this year as it has in the last couple of years also. 
 
 
Public Hearing 

a. 2023 Truth in Taxation Presentation and Public Comment 
 
City Administrator Nash presented the Truth in Taxation presentation from the public agenda packet. 
Nash explained the elements of the tax levy, how property tax system works, new residential 
construction, effects of growth on budget, tax capacity and tax rate comparison, as well as 2024 levy 
impact items: Public Safety increased costs and public works increase budget, levy component 
breakdown, and home values and tax rates in each county.  
 
Dierberger inquired if the new residential homes are paying full structure and property tax. Nash 
explained that if the residence is completed ahead of the assessor’s cutoff in the preceding year, then 
yes.  
 
Discussion ensued regarding how the tax rate is calculated from levy spread across overall tax base, 
tax rates compared to other communities in Wright County and how funds are distributed in order for 
the City to be fiscally responsible.  
 
Unfinished Business 
No unfinished business 
 
New Business 

a. Resolution 12-05-23-101 - Adopting 2024 Final Budget & Levy 
 
A motion was made by Hallstein and seconded by Zgutowicz to adopt Resolution 12-05-23-101 
approving the 2024 Final Budget & Levy. Motion carried unanimously.  
 

b. Resolution 12-05-23-102 – Approving Veolia Budget 
 
John Seifert gave an overview of the Veolia Budget for 2024. Seifert stated that the increase in the 
budget is driven by growth.  
 
Hallstein inquired if or when a water tower will be built between Hanover and St. Michael. Mr. Seifert 
stated that there is a study currently being conducted to establish when and where there will be 
improvements in the water and sewer systems. 
 
A motion was made by Hallstein and seconded by Dierberger to adopt Resolution 12-05-23-102 
to approve the 2024 Veolia Budget. Motion carried unanimously.  
 

c. Discussion – Wright County 19 2024 Project – Landscaping and Lighting Options 
 
Jen Edison and Andrew Paulman with WSB provided options for design in the center island 
roundabouts in the County 19 project. Edison would like guidance from the Council on the 



approximate budget, the landscape features Council prefers and possible monument(s) which will 
determine budget and/or plan for future implementation.  
 
Discussion ensued regarding ornamental lighting, monument signs, landscaping and maintenance, 
design, budget, and timing of the project.  WSB staff will bring back further information on options for 
lighting, and decisions on landscaping can occur down the line. 
 
Reports 
 
Nash – Public Works is requesting Council sign off to install Christmas decorations on Xcel’s power 
poles – all Council agreed on the install. Amy Biren, Administrative Assistant, wanted to know if the 
Council would like the Planning Commission to hold a meeting on December 13th to conduct interviews 
for the open position – there are no other items on that agenda. The council stated that the December 
meeting was not necessary since that is the only item on the agenda. Options discussed included 
interviewing at a different meeting and/or appointing through Council decision.  
 
 
Adjournment 
A motion was made by Zgutowicz to adjourn at 8:59 p.m., seconded by Dierberger. Motion 
carried unanimously. 
        

APPROVED BY: 
 
       __________________________________ 
       Chris Kauffman, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
        
___________________________________ 
Jenny Peterson, City Clerk/Assistant to City Administrator 


