
CITY OF HANOVER 
PLANNING COMMISION MEETING 

DECEMBER 29, 2016 
OFFICIAL MINUTES 

 

Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance 
Stan Kolasa called the December 29, 2016, Planning Commission Meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  Members 
present were Stan Kolasa, Jim Schendel, Michelle Armstrong, Dean Kuitunen, and Mike Christenson.  Also 
present City Planner Cindy Nash and Administrative Assistant Amy Biren.   Absent:  Doug Hammerseng, 
Council Liaison.  Guests present:  Cindy Hiller, Kelsey Wilmes, and Joe Wolverton. 
 
Approval of Agenda 
MOTION by Schendel to approve the agenda as presented, seconded by Kuitunen.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
Approval of Minutes from the November 28, 2016, Regular Meeting  
Biren made a correction to the minutes:  Insert “said” on the second page, second paragraph, second 
sentence, so that it reads:  “Nash said that the terminology for decorative does need to be addressed.”. 
MOTION by Schendel to approve the November 28, 2016, minutes as amended, seconded by Christenson.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Citizen’s Forum 
 None 
 
Public Hearings 

• Amendment to Zoning Ordinance Related to Principal Uses and Structures 

Kolasa closed the Planning Commission at 7:02 pm and opened the Public Hearing. 

Nash explained that after advertising for the last Public Hearing related to Accessory Uses and Structures, 
Staff realized that there was not a clear definition of principal buildings and principal uses.  Since this was 
outside of the realm of the Public Hearing, it needed one of its own. 

Nash said that currently the ordinances do not say how many homes could be on a lot and that it needs to 
be clarified.  This is related to residential lots and does not include lots in the commercial or industrial 
districts.  She gave an example that on an industrial lot, there may be a need for additional buildings. 

Christenson asked if a resident wanted another home, would they be required to divide the lot.  Nash replied 
that would correct. 

No members of the public were present to address the subject of the Public Hearing. 

Kolasa closed the Public Hearing at 7:05 pm and reopened the Planning Commission Meeting. 

MOTION by Christenson to recommend sending the Amendment to the Zoning Ordinance Related to 
Principal Uses and Structures forward for Council action, seconded by Kuitunen. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Unfinished Business 
 Amendments to Zoning Ordinance Related to Accessory Uses and Structures 
 
Nash presented the revised amendments along with three additional graphics not included in the packet.  
All three graphics used a 6 foot privacy fence as the example. 
 
 



Picture A shows what would be allowed under the drafted amendments based on last month’s discussions: 

 

Schendel stated he did not like that the privacy fence blocks the visibility of traffic and gave an example 
of an existing fence which does exactly that. 

Kuitunen said that he couldn’t imagine this scenario—the corner lot is identical to his lot and he said 
that it would not look good. 

Armstrong said that it would look weird if there were two types of fences on one property. 

Nash included that some cities have required that a privacy fence in the example shown would only be 
allowed to be 4 foot high.  The members liked this idea.  Nash said that she would have to include text 
with the graphic in order to explain it. 

Christenson asked what the distance from the street (setback) is.  Nash said it depends on the street, 
but that it is usually 10 feet. 

The members agreed that the fence amendments need to come back to the January meeting with the 
new graphics and text. 

Christenson asked whether or not the term privacy fence needed to be defined. 

Joe Wolverton, 1020 Mallard, suggested using opacity in the explanation instead of differing fence 
heights to make it less confusing. 

Nash went on to explain the additional graphics: 

• PIcture B indicates the area where a decorative fence is required and not an actual fence. 
• Picture C indicates the other areas where fences may be placed. 

  

 

MOTION by Schendel to table the amendments related to accessory uses and structures until the 
following month’s meeting, seconded by Armstrong. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
 
 

Picture B Picture C 



New Business 
 Time Cards 
Biren asked the members to verify the time cards in order for the payment to be approved at Tuesday’s 
Council Meeting. 
 
Reports: 
Staff: 
Biren provided that dates for the 2017 Planning Commission meetings along with permit application 
deadlines.  She also gave members a copy of the MS4 Newsletter that WSB will be providing each 
month.  She gave a brief update on the Public Works site explaining that soil corrections and building 
pad development were under way. 
 
Christenson asked about an update regarding the St. Michael Compost Site.  Biren replied that starting 
March 1, 2017, residents will be able to pick up a key fob at Hanover City Hall.  The first key is free and 
any replacement key fobs will be at a charge.  This information is in the newsletter being delivered this 
weekend and will be on the City website. 
 
Adjournment 
MOTION by Schendel to adjourn, seconded by Christenson.  Motion carried unanimously.   
Meeting adjourned at 7:32 pm. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
       
Amy L. Biren 
Administrative Assistant 
 
 

 

 


