


Benefit Your Community:  Be Counted in the 2020 Census 
The 2020 Census is coming!  The census count is mandated by the US Constitution and has happened every ten years since 1790.  Its goal is to 

count everyone living in the US. 

In March 2020, the US Census Bureau will send every household an invitation to complete a simple questionnaire about who lives at that 

household’s address on April 1, 2020.  The person completing the form should list all people living in the household, including relatives and friends 

who are living and sleeping there the majority of the time.   It’s easy, safe, and important. 

People who live at two or more residences, such as snowbirds, will be counted at the residence where they live and sleep most of the time.  If  

people are at their winter residence during the time of the Census and time spent there is less than their main residence, th eir paper 

questionnaire will not be forwarded to them.  They will have to fill it out online, on the phone or when a census taker visits.  If time is equally 

divided between residences, people will be counted at the residence where they are staying on Thursday, April 1, 2020. 

The census data collected is critical for states, counties, and communities.  It will shape political representation, funding of government programs, 

the flow of business and commerce, and the planning and delivery of services to local communities like Hanover. 

The census helps determine how billions in federal funding is distributed to the states and communities each year.   In 2016, more than $15 billion 

was distributed to Minnesota communities.  This funding is for services and programs such as schools, hospitals, senior centers, emergency 

services and roads.  In addition, the census also determines how many seats Minnesota will have in the US House of Representatives, as well as 

the size of voting districts for state and local governments.  If people choose not to participate in the census, Minnesota is at risk of losing a seat in 

the US House of Representatives. 

The 2020 Census will be the first time people can respond to the questionnaire online and on the phone.  If a household does not respond online or 

by phone, it will eventually receive a paper questionnaire in the mail.  For households that do not respond at all, a census taker will follow up in 

person to collect the data.  This will happen late April through August 2020. 

Responses to the census questionnaire are protected by law.  The Census Bureau keeps 

individual responses strictly confidential and combines responses with information from other 

households or businesses to produce statistics.  It is against the law to disclose or publish any of 

the following information:  names, addresses including GPS coordinates, Social Security 

numbers, and telephone numbers. 

Residents can get involved by responding to the 2020 Census and encouraging others to 

respond.  The 2020 Census is also looking for census takers who want to benefit their 

community and earn extra income with flexible hours.  Interested people can apply at 

2020Census.gov/jobs.  Census takers in Wright County are being paid $22 per hour including 

training. 

For further information on the US Census, visit 2020Census.gov or mn.gov/admin/2020-census/. 


